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OAU Members Urged To Pay; Meeting Ends 


EA2801200195 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The 61st ordinary session of the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African 
Unity, OAU, has ended its five-day deliberations by 
adopting resolutions on various issues of continental 
concern. The council was gravely concerned over the 
failure of most of its member states to pay up contribu- 
tion arrears, which has inhibited the organization with 
53 members to fulfill its very objectives. The council set 
1 June the deadline for applying sanctions against those 
who failed to react to the desperate financial situation of 
the organization until then. 


The council’s resolution commended Algeria, Botswana, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Ghana, Mauritania, Mauri- 
tius, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland, Tunisia and 
Zimbabwe for up-to-date payment of their contribution 
arrears to the organization. 


With regard to Somalia the Council of Ministers 
requested the OAU current chairman, President Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia, President Meles Zenawi of 
Ethiopia, and OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed 
Salim to pursue their efforts in the search for a negoti- 
ated political settlement for the Somali problem. The 
council expressed frustration and deep disappointment 
over what they described as lack of good will on the part 
of the Somali faction leaders to seek reconciliation on 
the basis of what is good for Somalia and its people. The 
council has also requested the OAU central organ of the 
mechanism for conflict prevention, management, and 
resolution to review the development of Somalia at its 
forthcoming ministerial session to be held in March 
1995 and assess in the establishment of a transitional 
authority, among other things, in that country. 


On Rwanda, the ministers noted with satisfaction the 
measures and initiatives being taken by the Government 
of Rwanda to guarantee security throughout that country 
as well as its policy of reconciliation and unity. 


SADC Report Views Access to Nordic Fund 


MB2901130595 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS 
in English 11 Jan 95 p 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The problem of inaccessibility 
of the NORSAD Fund to Southern African Develop- 
ment Community (SADC) businessmen has now been 
resolved and the facility is now more flexible and com- 
petitive. 


This is contained in the recent SADC industry and 
Trade Report which will be presented in Malawi at the 
beginning of February 1995. According to the report, the 
NORSAD Fund has in the past been inaccessible to 
SADC businessmen due to the rigid prerequisites set by 
the fund. This, according to the report has since been 
resolved. 
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The NORSAD Fund was established in January 1990, 
within the broad context of the SADC/Nordic initiative, 
intended to provide a foreign exchange revolving facility 
to promote joint venture investments, particularly to 
exporting firms drawn from SADC and Nordic coun- 
tries. So far, it is said that the NORSAD Board of 
Directors has approved a total of 15 projects in the 
region. These include two projects in Angola on the 
extraction of black granite and a security company; a 
gold mining project in Mozambique; and in Tanzania 
five projects in hotel, tourism, fish processing, manufac- 
turing of jam and of transformers. The other projects 
include five projects in Zambia. These are: maize 
milling, saw milling, bi-questing [as published] from 
waste materials, drilling of bore holes and import and 
recollecting of compressors and pallet trucks; as well as 
the two Zimbabwean projects on manufacturing of solar 
refrigeration and installation of gold stoves. 


The report says the condition to exclude South Africa in 
the utilisation of the fund has also been removed fol- 
lowing the installation of a democratically elected gov- 
ernment in South Africa on May 10, 1994. 


However, most of the prospective investors are said to be 
still unable to draw on the fund because banks in the 
SADC region have been reluctant to cover them with the 
necessary bank guarantees. However, SADC has started 
some programmes aimed at encouraging the develop- 
ment of capital markets and the mobilisation of 
domestic savings and foreign exchange to finance indus- 
trial investments and export trade. The programme 
includes preparation of a draft protocol on finance and 
investment which has been completed and approved in 
principle by the SADC member states. 


Further monitoring of the implementation of the draft 
protocol consists of the creation of a common financial 
market through liberalisation of capital movements and 
financial services in SADC countries. Also the establish- 
ment of financial institutions and provision of financial 
services. The report also highlights a programme of 
Cross-Border Investment Facility which is intended to 
overcome financing constraints to investments across 
national boundaries 


A study on the establishment of the facility is said to 
have been prepared and is under review. However, 
further development of this project, should take into 
account the draft protocol on investment and finance 
which is also addressing similar concerns. 


There is also the Comprehensive Export Financing 
Schemes, a programme which incorporates both an 
export pre-financing revolving fund and export credit 
facility and is intended to increase resources for busi- 
nessmen in the region involved in the import and export 
trade. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Gabon Begins Repatriating Illegal Aliens by Boat 


Benin Explains Position 


LD2201152695 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 22 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Let us now talk about what 
happened to the 1,500 people or so who arrived at 
Cotonou harbor on Friday [20 January] evening on 
board two ferries bound from Gabon. They were turned 
away last night on the orders of the Beninese authorities. 
Most of them were Nigerian, Malian, and Niger 
nationals who had fled from Gabon where they did not 
have proper documents. They were likely to be deported 
at the end of the month in accordance with a decision 
announced by the Gabonese Government. Only some 
100 Benin nationals were allowed to land. 


The Beninese Minister of Foreign Affairs Robert Dossou 
says he is surprised by the decision of the harbor author- 
ities. He says that he gave opposite orders: 


[Begin Dossou recording] I must tell you that I am 
surprised. I am surprised because we notified the respec- 
tive embassies of various countries as soon as we heard 
that the chartered ship was on its way to Cotoncu. Our 
proposal was the following: we shall allow them to land 
under the supervision of the representative—of repre- 
sentatives of each embassy. 


What led the Malians or the Niger nationals whose 
representatives were supposed to be at the scene—or so 
I was told—and so did the Togolese—[pauses] I had 
[words indistinct] I don’t know yet. I can’t prejudge 
[words indistinct]. Negotiations have been started so 
that those who must land can do so. I am just sorry about 
what happened: poor communication or poor under- 
standing, but the message is quite clear. [end recording] 


Benin ‘Not a Dumping Ground’ 


AB2401154295 Dakar PANA in French 1022 GMT 
24 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cotonou, Benin (PANA)— 
Beninese Interior Minister Antoine Alabi Gbegan this 
morning stated that “Benin is not a dumping ground,” 
stressing that “there will be no question of allowing 
illegal West African immigrants who are fleeing Gabon 
to disembark in Cotonou.” When interviewed by inter- 
national journalists, the minister said this was for “‘state 
security reasons.” He pointed out that President Nice- 
phore Soglo was also in favor of this tough stance. Mr. 
Gbegan also referred to ongoing preparations for the 19 
March parliamentary elections. 


The boat, the Buffalo, has been off the coast since 21 
January, but it has still not docked at Cotonou Port. It is 
carrying 500 passengers, most of whom are Malians. 


According to a source close to the port master’s office, 
the ship was, however, provided with fresh water sup- 
plies by a Beninese boat yesterday. The source disclosed 
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that when the boat was ready to evacuate sick people 
from the ship, several passengers from Le Buffalo tried 
to get on the boat as well. The boat therefore abandoned 
the mission, leaving behind both the sick and the others. 


Another ship, the Shaddai, carrying 112 Nigerois, left 
Gabon on 18 January and disembarked in Lagos on 22 
January, the same day as the Nigerians. 


According to a Niger diplomat in Benin, the 112 Niger 
passengers should arrive in Niger today. 


Niger Minister on Expulsions 


AB2301151995 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 23 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Some 1,500 West Africans 
including Niger nationals left Gabon on board two ferry 
boats this weekend for Cotonou, Benin, where they made 
a stopover before proceeding to their countries of origin. 
The immigrants had problems disembarking at the Port 
of Cotonou. According to the latest reports, the Niger 
nationals are now in Lagos, Nigeria. To know more 
about the development, we sought audience with 
Abdourahamane Hama, the foreign affairs and coopera- 
tion minister, who first explains the circumstances in 
which the deportees left Gabon. 


{Begin Hama recording] Everybody is aware that in 
September, the Government of Gabon ordered aliens in 
irregular situation to get ready to regularize their stay in 
the country or prepare to leave. Second, we must stress 
that the Government of Gabon is a responsible govern- 
ment that is fully aware of the formalities that must be 
carried out before expelling foreigners from Gabonese 
territory, more so when these are citizens of African 
countries. What, indeed, are these formalities? The 
countries concerned, including those of transit, need to 
be notified in a (?timely) manner. However, all that was 
not done. We were not informed by the Gabonese 
authorities that some expulsions were going to be made. 
[passage omitted] 


This was the position as the deadline approached. A 
number of citizens of nine countries—according to what 
was reported to me—left Gabon on two boats. According 
to the findings of our diplomatic mission in Cotonou, 
and the Malian and Togolese diplomatic missions, about 
1,500 people in all were loaded on two boats, and were 
made to pay their own fare to leave Gabon even before 
the deadline that was set for them. [passage omitted] 


When the boat made a stopover in Cotonou, we were 
tcld that there were about 50 Niger nationals on board. 
Meanwhile, the boat set sail for Lagos. Over there. our 
diplomatic mission was alerted to the situation. Our 
officers reacted to the alert and finally, after negotiations 
with the Nigerian authorities, the boat was allowed to 
disembark all its passengers. When our ambassador 
conducted a head count, he found out that there were 35 
Niger nationals, who spent the night at the Niger 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Embassy. We are now exploring the means of trans- 
porting them to Niamey. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


Malian Minister Explains Plans 


AB2401224095 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 2000 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Following the decision by the 
Gabonese authorities to expel all foreigners without legal 
resident documents by 31 January and on the basis of the 
information given by our dipiomatic and consular mis- 
sions, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Maliains Abroad, 
and African Integration brings the following to the notice 
of the population: 


The repatiiation operation of our compatriots concerned 
began several days ago and is continuing in the following 
manner: A ship with 467 Malian immigrants on board 
left Libreville on 10 January. A second ship leased by the 
(?Council) of Malians in Gabon left Libreville on 18 
January with 454 Malians on board. These two ships 
have arrived at the Cotonou Port since 21 January. A 
third ship carrying 206 Malians left Libreville on 21 
January for Cotonou. A fourth ship carrying 187 Malians 
arrived at the Autonomous Harbor of Abidjan. In this 
regard, the Malian Embassy in Cote d'Ivoire has taken 
the necessary measures to ensure their transportation by 
bus to Sikasso in the company of two consular officers. 


Regarding our compatriots who are stranded in the Port 
of Cotonou, the government is contacting the Beninese 
authorities to allow them to disembark so that they can 
be conveyed back to Mali. The general delegate of 
Malians abroad is already on the spot. 


Regarding the Malians who are still in Gabon, the 
government has decided to take the appropriate mea- 
sures to ensure their repatriation. The Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs, Malians Abroad, and African Integration 
would like to reassure the population that the govern- 
ment will take all the necessary measures for the repatri- 
ation to take place under good conditions. 


Immigrants Arrive in Cote d'Ivoire 


AB2501120395 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 24 Jan 95 


[- BIS Translated Excerpt] Africa has its boat people too, 
the unwanted immigrants in Gabon. The Gabonese 
authorities gave them up until 31 January to coimply 
with immigration requirements or leave the country. A 
boat carrying 325 of such immigrants arrived in our 
country this morning. Toure Carlos Yerekpin has the 
report. 
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[Begin Yerekpin recording] There are about 150,000 
illegal immigrants in Gabon, most of whom are from 
West Africa, particularly the countries on the Gulf of 
Guinea. An expulsion exercise, codenamed Operation 
No Residence Permits ordered them to obtain residence 
permits by 31 January or leave the Gabonese territory 
before that date. Thousands o/ them chose to leave, 
including some of those who have residence permits but 
who fear there might be reprisals as of 1 February. 


Some boats carrying immigrants from Gabon have been 
refused entry by some countries. This was not the case 
here, where the Don Juan, a boat flying the Gabonese 
flag with Mr. Leon Kouassi N’Guessan as its captain was 
welcomed in line with the norms of the legendary Ivorian 
hospitality. There were 180 Malians, 15 Senegalese, six 
Guineans, three Mauritanians, one Beninese, and one 
Cameroonian on board. Our security forces in charge of 
disembarkation procedures acted with the greatest cour- 
tesy and respect, thereby proving that the idea of 
regional integration, which Ivorian authorities hold so 
dear, has been well understood by all the different 
sections of our society and our country, Cote d'Ivoire. 
The 325 passengers included 119 children, 14 of whom 
are babies. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Cote d’lvoire Turns Back 23 


AB2601120395 Paris AFP in Englisn 2312 GMT 
25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Jan 25 (AFP)}—A 
group of West Africans fleeing Gabon in the wake of a 
crackdown on illegal immigrants were sent back to 
Libreville by authorities in the Ivory Coast Wednesday 
[26 January], port officials said. 


The 23 men - from Senegal, Equatorial Guinea, 
Cameroon, and Benin - had arrived in Abidjan, the Ivory 
Coast capital, on Tuesday on board a boat, the Don Juan 
Libreville. 


It was carrying about 350 people who had all left Gabon 
following a government decision to expell from February 
1 all foreigners in the country without permission. 


Officials said the authorities allowed 320 passengers 
from Mali and three Mauritanians to disembark so that 
they could return to their own countries. They said the 
others were refused permission to go ashore after the 
shipowner had turned down a request to take them 
further on the grounds that it would be too costly. 


Several thousand illegal immigrants have left Gabon in 
the last few days following the government crackdown. 


Seven hundred people are currently stuck in Cotonou 
(Benin) because the authorities are refusing to allow 
them to disembark. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Burundi 


Governor Assassinated; Clandestine Jail Found 


AB2701161995 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Burundi Governor Fidel 
Muhizi of Muyinga Province, in northeastern Burundi, 
was assassinated yesterday. He was stabbed in the heart 
by an unknown person who fled. Also, in Kamenge, a 
district in northern Bujumbura, the Army has discovered 
a clandestine prison. Selsus Tengegnonfa has the details 
from Bujumbura. 


[Begin Tengegnonfa recording] It all began with a regular 
Army patrol. According to the leader of the patrol group, 
the Army has never stopped keeping an eye on Kamenge. 
Despite the apparent calm which has reigned there for 
several months, the Army usually organizes dozens of 
patrols daily to detect signs of insecurity or to detect 
firearms or ammunitions caches. That led them yes- 
terday to discover a small closed door guarded by a 
young man who ran away soon after seeing them. The 
soldiers immediately suspected that the house contained 
equipment for the distillation of a iocal brand of alcohol 
called Kagnanga, which is banned in the country. When 
they entered the house, however, they discovered cells 
with five prisoners inside—four Hutus and a Tutsi. 
According to the soldiers, referring to the documents 
they found there, the Hutus were accused of serving as 
indicators for the Army which is considered here as 
Tutsi-dominated while the only Tutsi prisoner was 
accused of misbehaving at the Bujumbura central car 
park by attacking some Hutu passers-by. 


Meanwhile, the governor of Muyinga was killed yes- 
terday. He was stabbed in the heart on his native hill. He 
is a Hutu who belonged to Unity and National Progress 
Party. He had occupied his post for only two months. He 
is the fifth provincial governor to be killed within a year. 
[end recording] 


Naturally, the Burundian Government has condemned 
this barbarous act which has led to the killing of a fifth 
Burundian governor. 


Uprona Dismisses Premier From Party 
Membership 


AB3001090595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We open this cast with Burundi, 
where the Unity and National Progress Party [Uprona], 
the main opposition party, has decided to exclude Prime 
Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko from its membership. 
This was announced by Uprona Chairman Charles 
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Mukasi who explained that this decision was made 
because Anatole Kanyenkiko refused last month to tow 
the party line and to resign from the government in the 
wake of the crisis generated by the election of Jean 
Minani as speaker of the National Assembly. 


Anatole Kanyenkiko has described as irregular the pro- 
cedure adopted in dismissing him from the party. Jn 
another development, the president of Burundi has con- 
vened an emergency meeting this morning to assess the 
level of support enjoyed by his government and to review 
the security situation in the country. 


Rwanda 


Minister Concerned With Zairian Troops in 
Camps 


EA2801201895 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1800 
GMT 28 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Anastase Gasana, the 
Rwandan minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, 
returned home this afternoon from Addis Ababa, Ethio- 
pia’s capital, where he took part in the 61st conference of 
OAU foreign ministers which ended yesterday. Upon 
arrival, Minister Anastase Gasana answered questions 
by our colleague Vincent Murigande. The minister 
stressed first that fairly positive resolutions had been 
taken at the end of the meeting. [passage omitted] 


If we go back to the situation of Rwandan refugees in 
Zaire, the Rwandan minister of foreign affairs and 
cooperation spoke about the UNHCR’s and Zairian 
Government’s decision to deploy Zairian soldiers in the 
refugee camps without making it clear whether or not 
they were going to separate militiamen and former 
Rwandan army soldiers from innocent refugees. We 
listen to the foreign minister speaking on the issue. 


[Begin Gasana recording] The problem is that there are 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire and in other countries, but in 
the case of Zaire specifically there is a large number of 
refugees who do not in fact have refugee status. A refugee 
cannot remain armed. So we have asked the Zairian 
Government to disarm those who possess weapons, that 
is to say Rwandan refugees who have arms in Zaire. We 
hope this will be achieved. 


If the UNHCR and Zaire are considering disarming a 
certain number of this refugee population, and if after 
that the Nairobi plan can be implemented, and also if 
Rwandans who wish to return to Rwanda are not intim- 
idated or assassinated by former soldiers of Rwanda or 
militiamen or former politicians; if these are the objec- 
tives of the [UNHCR-Zaire] operation, we hail the 
initiative taken by Zaire and the UNHCR. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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In brief, we wish that the two elements of the population 
are separated from militiamen, former armed forces 
elements and former politicians so that the population 
can return home, because they do wish to return home 
but they are victims of intimidation and in fact have 
become a sort of political shield which these former 
politicians and militiamen use. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


It is also worth reporting that the minister also spoke 
about a regional summit on refugees, a summit sched- 
uled to be held in Burundi. Regarding the summit, we 
would like to inform you that it is scheduled to com- 
mence with a meeting of experts from 12 to 14 February, 
followed by a ministerial meeting from 15 to 17 Feb- 
ruary, and, finally, the heads of state summit themselves 
on the 18th. Countries taking part are Burundi—the host 
country in cooperation with the OAU—Zaire, Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia and, of course, Rwanda. 
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Zaire 
Government Agrees To Restore Control Over 
Camps 
AB2701183795 Paris AFP in English 1731 GMT 
27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, 27 Jan (AFP)—Zaire 
agreed on Friday [27 January] to send 1,500 troops, 
security forces and police to the sprawling Rwandan 
refugee camps of eastern Zaire. Zaire agreed with the UN 
High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR) that it would 
send the troops to restore its control over camps at 
Bukavu and Goma. Aid agencies have accused Zaire of 
allowing Hutu supremacist militias ousted from Rwanda 
last year to hold sway over the more than a million 
refugees sheltering in the camps. The agreement was 
signed by UNHCR special representative Carol Faubert 
and by the Zairian deputy prime ministers Admiral 
Mavua Mudima and Gerard Kamanga Wa Kamanga. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Eritrea 


President Sees Possibility of War With Sudan 


NC2901192195 London MBC Television in Arabic 1800 
UMT 29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Tomorrow U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki will dis- 
cuss a number of issues, including the crisis between 
Sudan and Enitrea. In an interview with MBC’s corre- 
spondent in Washington Hanan al-Badri, Afwerki 
warned that he does not rule out war breaking out 
between Khartoum and Asmara. At the outset, our 
correspondent asked him about the status of Sudanese- 
Eritrean relations. 


{Begin recording] [Afwerki] The agreements between us 
and the Khartoum regime have become mere ink on 
paper as a result of Sudan’s practices. Certainly, if 
relations deteriorate and we reach a stage which might 
lead to clashes, defense of our national interests with all 
means will be legitimate. 


[Al-Badri] Do you mean by this the possibility of war? 
[Afwerki] Anything is possible. [end recording] 


On contacts with the Sudanese opposition abroad, 
Afwerki said: 


[Begin recording] [Afwerki] If meetings have been held 
with political forces outside the Sudanese government, 
we believe they are all aimed at understanding the 
positions and organizing support from the Sudanese 
political forces in order to find a solution to Sudan’s 
problems. 


[Al-Badri] How do you reconcile your role as the current 
chairman of IGADD [Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development] with the current tension 
with Sudan? 


{Afwerki] Khartoum believes that as long as Eritrea has 
no diplomatic relations with Sudan, Eritrea has no right 
to join the IGADD states in their efforts to find a 
solution to the problem of southern Sudan. We believe 
this is a feeble excuse. We cannot link the ongoing 
problem between Eritrea and Sudan to Sudan’s internal 
problems, especially the problem of south Sudan. 


{Al-Badri] Eritrea’s inclination to establish normal rela- 
tions with Israel as well as economic and _ political 
cooperation worries some Arab parties. What is your 
answer? 


[Afwerki] I believe this is an ordinary matter. Whoever 
believes that establishing diplomatic relations with Israel 
is a crime also believes that relations with the United 
States are a crime too. We want stability and a just peace 
in the region. We hope there will not be another round of 
empty accusations and denunciations which have no 
political or strategic meanings. [end recording] 
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President Stresses Need for Foreign Aid 


EA2501163295 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigyna 0400 GMT 25 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Isaias Afwerki has 
emphasized the vital need for diplomatic and economic 
assistance from the U.S. Government if peace, democ- 
racy, and prosperity are to prevail in Africa. President 
Isaias made the remark in a press statement during his 
working visit to America. President Isaias said in his 
statement that the economy of Eriirea had been badly 
affected during the 30 years of struggle, and it was also 
understood that the Eritrean problem cannot be solved 
with foreign 2:4. However, for the time being we will 
need foreign support in order to become self reliant. 
[passage omitted] 


German Economic Cooperation Minister Arrives 


EA2901161695 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigyna 0500 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Carl-Dieter Spranger, 
minister of economic cooperation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, has arrived in Asmara on 28 
January. On arrival at Asmara International Airport, the 
minister and his entourage were received by Mr. Haile 
Wolde Tensae, minister of finance and development, 
and other high-ranking officials. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Government Urged To Report on Moi’s Health 


EA2901152895 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1000 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Government of Kenya has 
been called upon to make a statement on unconfirmed 
reports circulating that President Daniel arap Moi is 
sick. The call was made yesterday by the Anglican 
Church of Kenya and an opposition MP, Mr. Paul 
Muite. Both said that it is of paramount importance for 
citizens to know about the question of the health of the 
president of any country, including Kenya. An uncon- 
firmed report on the sickness of President Moi, who is 70 
years old, said the president became sick at the beginning 
of this week. Aides of President Moi have rejected a 
report on Tuesday [24 January] this week and said that 
this report has no foundation whatsoever and the aides 
do not know who is spreading the report. 


Masai, Kamba Tribes Agree on Peace Measures 


EA2801153595 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Leaders from Kajiado and 
Ukambani have urged the Masai and Kamba communi- 
ties to live in peace and harmony and refuse to be incited 
into violence by anyone. 
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During a joint meeting of leaders from both communi- 
ties, chaired by the vice president and minister for 
planning and national development, Professor George 
Saitoti, and attended by, among others, cabinet minis- 
ters general (retd) Jackson Mulinge, and Johnstone 
Makau, at Masimba market, in Makueni District, the 
leaders observed that the two communities had lived in 
peace as brothers and sisters since time immemonial and 
regretted an ugly incident last Wednesday [25 January] 
that left one Kamba dead. [passage omitted] 


It was resolved that security be beefed up in the area to 
restore peace so that wananchi [citizens] can go about 
their businesses without fear. It was agreed that a com- 
mittee of respectable local eiders from both communities 
be constituted to deal with issues of mutual benefit and 
see how best those aggrieved will be compensated. It was 
also resolved that the land at (Ilukenyati), which is the 
center of the conflict, belongs to the government and no 
one has a rigitt to claim it. It was further agreed that the 
land falls under the Makueni District jurisdiction. 


The vice president reiterated that the Kenyan nation has 
enjoyed peace in the last 31 years since independence 
and that the government is committed to maintaining 
stability at all cost. He said that Kenyans had shed blood 
in the freeaom struggle and that Kenyans are not ready 
to face a Rwanda-like situation where a million people 
have died and another 3 million rendered refugees 
because of tribalism and bad leadership. 


Professor Saitoti appealed to Kenyans to reject tribalism, 
politics of hatred and petty jealousies which are jot in 
the interest of the nation. The vice president condemned 
those with an aim to incite and provoke people into 
violence and tribal animosities and urged all peace- 
loving Kenyans to reject them. He warned Kenyans 
against taking the law into their hands, saying that the 
government will deal with such elements decisively and 
mercilessly. The vice president condemned the recent 
flare-up in Longonot [Rift Valley Province], saying that 
Kenyans are saddened when innocent people are killed. 
He warned Kenyans against embracing tribalism which, 
he said, is an appropriate menu for anarchy. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


Sporadic Fighting Continues in South Mogadishu 


AB2901160595 Paris AFP in English 1538 GMT 
29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Jan 29 (AFP)}— 
Somali clan militias continued to battle one another for 
the second week running in the Bermuda area of 
southern Mogadishu on Sunday [29 January], with at 
least one Somali reported killed and five others 
wounded. 


According to eyewitnesses, heavy and small machine 
guns were used in the fighting between the Abgal and 
Murusade clan militias, which first broke out in the area 
two weeks ago. 
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Meanwhile, negotiations to end the fighting between the 
two warring clans continued at Chief Ahmed Rage’s 
residence in southern Mogadishu, but a ceasefire 
arrangement which had been agreed on in principle had 
yet to be officially signed by elders from both sides. 


The witnesses said that heavy looting had occurred in the 
Bermuda area since the hostilities broke out and many 
militia fighters were seen carrying away house roofing 
and other valuables from abandoned homes, which they 
immediately put up for sale in Mogadishu’s established 
war markets. 


An estimated 20,000 families have fled Bermuda, whose 
main streets remain deserted, for other relatively quiet 
districts of Mogadishu since the hostilities erupted, 
leaving behind only 30 percent of the residents with 
nowhere else to go. 


Further sporadic shooting was alse reported on Sunday 
in the Medina area south of Mogadishu airport, near the 
UN Development Programme office, tt no casualties 
were reported, 1'N Operation in Somalia military 
spokesman Major Zubeir Chattha told a press briefing. 


No further details were immediately available on the 
cause of the shooting in the area, controlled by militias of 
self-styled Somali president Ali Mahdi Mohamed. 


Somaliland Assembly Speaker on Hargeysa 
Situation 


E.12701215595 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 4 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The speaker of the national 
assembly «f the Republic of Somaliland, Honorable 
(Ahiied Abdi Hadsade), today during a media briefing 
spoke about the general situation in Hargeysa and 
accused a group of people whom he described as hired 
saboteurs of having caused massive destruction of inno- 
cent civilian life and property in Hargeysa. He described 
those responsible for the heinous acts against the people 
and their property as hired mercenaries ordered to 
dismember the Republic of So:naliland which had opted 
to break away from the rest of the country. He accused 
Abdirahman Tur of being a traitor to his country and 


people. 


The speaker said the situation in Hargeysa is calm 
despite the immense damage the town has suffered. He 
said what is left now is the final mopping up exercises to 
flush out the remaining diehards. The speaker said the 
Hargeysa fighting did not affect other regions and dis- 
tricts of the country. Administration and other govern- 
ment activities in those areas are continuing and 
businesses are in full swing. [passage omitted]. 


Somaliland Official: Hargeysa Clashes Lessening 


EA2801131595 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 4 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The minister of information, 
broadcasting and tourism, Honorable Jama Khayreh 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Wa’is, today informed the Somaliland people, wherever 
they may be, about the prevailing situation in the 
country and, in par‘icular, Hargeysa. In a broadcast to 
the nation, the minister greeted the people and hailed 
them for their foresightedness in understanding the 
motive behind the fighting in Hargeysa perpetrated by a 
group of national saboteurs. 


Jama Khayreh Wa’is disclosed the existence of people 
whom he described as agitators bent on confusing the 
people, but said such people were few these days. The 
minister further explained that ever since tus govern- 
ment had come into existence it had always striven to 
ignore and brush aside problems created by an anti- 
Somaliland clique, but had to act. 


Finally, regarding the Hargeysa fighting, the minister 
told the broad masses of Somaliland people that the 
fighting in Hargeysa is dying out after the government 
stepped up security and consolidated the defense of the 
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nation, a nation born out of the people’s desire. He said 
the government ignored problems in the interests of the 
nation to avoid massive bloodshed in Hargeysa. The 
minister said the government had never mistreated or 
tortured prisoners it captured, but rather it tried to 
enlighten them about the actual truth so that they may 
realize the wrong they were doing and cautioned them 
against being used against their people. 


The minister also told the Somaliland peonle to dismiss 
as hearsay allegations of people fighting on ethnic lines. 
He said the current fighting was political and not ethnic, 
and its aim is to destroy Somaliland, which has made 
tremendous progress which is evident to all and is to the 
detriment of its detractors. 


The minister finally called on Somaliland brothers living 
within and outside the country to guard against being 
confused and stand for the truth while united against the 
enemy of the Somaliland nation. 


This report may contait. copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Mandela Notes Indian Agreements Upon Return 


MB2801191695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 16C0 GMT 28 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Nelson Mandela 
arrived at the Waterkloof Air Force base in Prevoria in 
the early hours of this morning after his visit to lidia. He 
made a brief stopover at Ahmedebad from New Delhi to 
visit the Sabarmati Ashram [Mahatma Gandhi's resi- 
dence]. In an interview with SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] TV shortly before his arrival 
he expressed his satisfaction at all that had been 
achieved during his visit. He said that the agreements 
reached go further than just cultural and economic ties. 


{Begin Mandela recordin: English, in progress} 
...deals specifically, comin is countries to fight 
international crime, is: c° like drug trafficking, ter- 
rorism, fundamentalism. ©.’ w’.5in that ranee there is 
room for cooperation. [ei ding] 


Views Nuclear Issues, Indian Ties 


MB2901202295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1815 GMT 29 Jan 95 


{Interview with President Marcela by correspondent 
Ami Nanakchand, place and date not given—from the 
“Agenda” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa’s international 
ties have been further strengthened during a week-long 
visit by President Nelson Mandela to India. In high-level 
talks with the Indian Government the groundwork was 
laid for healthy ties in political, cultural, and technical 
areas. Indian businessmen also committed themselves to 
close cooperation with the country. Wherever President 
Mandela went, he was honored and applauded by thou- 
sands of people. Ami Nanakchand from our political 
desk spoke to Mr. Mandela at the end of his visit and 
asked him, among other things, about his proposal that 
the Indian Ocean be declared a nuclear-free area. 


[Begin recording, in English] [Mandela] Well, I think 
that there is a commitment now, not only on the part of 
the United Nations, but on the part of other regional 
organizations and almost every country throughout the 
world, that we should put an end to all tensions in our 
international relations, and of course the greatest threat 
to humanity is nuclear war, and that is why it is a 
demand that is at the top of our agendas, that all 
countries should destroy weapons of destruction, you 
know, and I think that there will be great cooperation not 
only between South Africa and the Government of India, 
but throughout the region. 


[Nanakchand] Mr. President, Sir, business and culture 
was one of the....[pauses] two of the cornerstones of your 
visit. What would you regard as mutually beneficiai 
partnerships in these sectors? 


[Mandela] We have close to a million Indians in South 
Africa, who are loyal and disciplined members of our 
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community, and the cultural relations between South 
Africa and India are very important. There are those 
links which it is our duty to strengthen, and I think that 
we have gone a long way in strengthening such cultural 
relations in the course of this visit. 


I have addressed the Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, and the response in the speech of both the 
president of the Chamber of Commerce and the vice 
president has shown a deep interest by Indian business in 
business relaiions with South Africa. I look forward to 
important joint ventures being established between 
Indian and black business in particular to close the gap 
that exists between white business and black business in 
South Africa, because as you know there is by defini- 
tion—big business is essentially white, and blacks, 
whether Indians, coloreds, or Afmcans are confined to 
small business, and the manufacturing base has not 
developed at all as far as black business is concerned, and 
one of the values of forming these joint ventures with 
Indian business will be to ensure not only a transfer of 
technology to blacks in our country but also providing 
the necessary training and the capital for black business 
to be able to compete with white business in our country. 


{Nanakchand] Mr. President, on a personal note, the 
esteem in which you have been held by the Indian people 
has bee. absolutely overwhelming. In some respects you 
have been regarded as an heir to Mahatma Gandhi. Does 
this bother you, this appeal? Does it bother you? 


[Mandela] Well, I think that the warmth which has been 
shown by the Indian nation is very gracious and some- 
times the praise that is being given is not deserving, 
because it is not the contribution of one individual which 
has brought about the transformation in our country. It 
is the result of a long history of struggle and sacrifice in 
which many of my countrymen, representing all popula- 
tion groups, have distinguished themselves and an indi- 
vidual who is makirg his contribution today is merely 
there as part of a very important and illustrious dream, 
and it 1s in that capacity that one would like to be seen 
and assessed. [end recording] 


Government Said Gearing Up To Fulfill Promises 


MB2701671195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0619 
GMT 27 Jan 95 


[Report on interview with President Nelson Mandela by 
correspondent Neil Lewis in New Delhi, India, on 27 
January] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] New Delhi Jan 27 SAPA— 
South Africans can expect a visible improvement in their 
lives this year as the government gears up to make good 
on some pre-election promises. 


This was said by President Nelson Mandela in New 
Delhi on Friday (27 January] morning in an exclusive 
interview with SAPA at his quarters in the guest wing of 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the official residence of India’s 
president. 
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However, he warned against exaggerated expectations, 
saying that although the new budget scheduled in March 
would have as its cornerstone the reconstruction and 
development of the country, it could take several years 
before sufficient financial resources were mustered. 


“Our people can expect improvement this year in a wide 
range of basic things. But, of course, as I have repeatedly 
warned in the run-up to the elections (last year), to 
address all the basic needs of our people is going to take 
some years—even as much as five years. 


“The mobilisation of resources, esvecially in the absence 
of infrastructure as we got in our country, is not some- 
thing that can be done overnight. 


“Secondly, when we move away from the present budget, 
we must not do so in such a radical manner as to create 
fresh problems like unemployment because if we take 
away funds, for example from the defence budget, that 
might lead to the dismissal of a large section of soldiers 
because of the lack of funds in that department,” he 
proferred. 


This could lead to thousands of soldiers joining unem- 
ploymerit queues. 


“So, we have to be very careful when we move away 
from the present budget, which is oriented towards 
serving the white minority, to a budget that addresses the 
basic needs of the overwhelming majority.” 


His government was determined to deal with the lack of 
services for the majority in urban and rural areas, he 
said. 


“We are going to do that, but people must understand 
that the movement away from the present budget must 
take place gradually—addressing the basic needs but not 
creating fresh problems,” he said. 


On whether the concept of an Indian Ocean Rim trade 
alliance would lead to tension with other trading blocs 
such as the North American Free Trade Agreement and 
the European Economic Community, the president said 
this was highly unlikely. 


“These organisations (NAFTA, etc) are all part of inter- 
national relations. It depends on the policy, the aims of 
a particular regional organisation. 


“T think that the countries that formed NAFTA are our 
friends and are part of international organisations such 
as the United Nations and other world bodies. 


“I don’t think that the formation of an Indian Ocean 
Rim will cause tension between the various international 
regional economic organisations,” he said. 


The Indian Ocean Rim concept seeks to boost inter-state 
trade between countries served by the Indian Ocean. 


These comprise South Africa, India, Mozambique, Mad- 
agascar, Kenya, Reunion, Mauritius, the Seychelles, the 
Maldives and several other countries. 
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Naidoo, Japanese Envoy Discuss Aid Package 


MB2701162195 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0515 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[Interview with Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo 
and acting Japanese Ambassador Satoshi Hara by SABC 
correspondents Eon de Vos and Chris Landsberg on the 
“Good Morning South Africa” program in Johannes- 
burg—live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [De Vos] Gentlemen, I think 
looking at the press reports we’ve seen, the one that 
concerns us, I think, last week Deputy Finance Minister 
Alec Erwin intimated that talks with Japan had actually 
reached deadlock. This is the kind of report that, you 
know, the press is carrying at the moment. What is the 
situation? 


[Naidoo] Well, I can’t understand the fuss involved, Eon, 
because we’ve had a series of negotiations with the 
Japanese Government representatives, and we believe 
that we have virtually reached an agreement on a large 
part of the aid package, in terms of the $500 million 
available. In terms of soft loans, we’ve concluded agree- 
ment where $300 million is going to be used by Eskom 
[Electricity Supply Commission] for electrification 
within the RDP [Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gram], and we are distributing $200 million among other 
parastatals. 


In relation to the grant aid, what is available to South 
Africa, the $30 million, we’ve now tied up into the clinic 
building program and working with the Health Ministry to 
deliver on primary health care. There are some problems 
which we had not anticipated. One of them is in using 
grant aid. The tender regulations of South Africa say that 
it’s only available to South African-owned companies; the 
Japanese regulations say they are only open to Japanese 
companies. But we’re in the middle of trying to negotiate 
and reach agreement on how to usc that. 


So there have been some delays, but they have been 
necessary because, within the context of the RDP, the 
more important part of international aid is how it 
matches our own priorities. Putting up a school or a 
clinic is the least expensive part of delivering education 
and health care. It’s restructuring the education and 
health budget to pay for the teachers and the nurses and 
the lessons and textbooks that is important, and that’s 
why we have an interdepartmental committee that is 
working day and night... 


[De Vos] So there’s definitely no deadlock, as was 
intimated in Mr. Erwin’s speech? 


[Naidoo] Well, in relation to what we then heard from the 
press reports, it indicated that we had reached a deadlock. 
Now we have met the senior representative of the Japanese 
Government, Mr. (Hirabashi), and we have had construc- 
tive discussions with him, and tried to resolve this issue, 
and we believed that we had resolved it. 
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[Landsberg] Ambassador, if ! could ask you, part of the 
fuss about the whole controversy is apparently that 
initially, when the aid package was made available, there 
was a sense, a feeling in Japanese quarters that govern- 
ment is slow in responding to absorbing that money, to 
take it up, and to make good use of it. How true is that? 


[Hara] Well, last July we made an announcement of the 
aid package of $4.6 billion, as Eon said, and this package 
is available for the South African Government for two 
years, starting from July 1994, ending July 1996, and 
during that two-year period, if the South African Gov- 
ernment comes up with specific projects to our govern- 
ment, then we would be happy. We are not, you know, 
imposing Our assistance to the South African Govern- 
ment at all. Our facilities are open, and it is up to the 
South African Government whether they'd like to use it 
or not. 


Let me just clarify what Mr. Naidoo said, that we have 
$500 miilion-worth loan from [word indistinct] and in 
addition !o that, $250 million as soft loan, and regarding 
that soft loan part, we have to require the South African 
Government to have international, open tender. 
Regard‘ng the last part of $300 million of grant aid, then 
in most of the countries, donor countries request the 
recipient governments to procure services and goods 
from that donor country. But in our case that’s different. 
We ask just the tender is open to the Japanese compa- 
nies, but those companies can procure services and 
goods locally, benefiting South African companies. 


[Landsberg] But surely, Minister, then there must be a 
terision between, on the one hand, your ministry trying 
to sort out priorities, and determining how you're going 
to absorb the money, and on the other hand the Japanese 
Government trying to set goals and objectives for them- 
selves, and how they’re going to become part of imple- 
menting that aid package. 


[Naidoo] Well, toward the end of last year we had an 
international conference of donors, including very senior 
representatives from Japan, in which we reached agree- 
ment that the RDP had defined its priorities and that 
international finances will be matched to those priori- 
ties. There was a clear agreement, because we have to 
bring the aid that we’re getting on line budget [as heard]. 


The point I made earlier is, in order to pay for the 
operating costs for clinics and schools, etc, we’ve got to 
make sure we have the money. We have a situation 
where in Gazankulu and KwaNdebele, etc, we have 
discovered this year that there are about 50 clinics that 
have been built in the past by certain NGO’s [nongov- 
ernmental organization], that are closed, because no 
provision was made in the South African budget, in 
healti., to pay for the running costs of those clinics. So, 
yes, we are cautious, but we believe we’ve made consid- 
erable progress in absorbing the aid that has been avail- 
able and on the loans. We are cautious because loans no 
matter what rate of interest you pay on them, you have to 
pay them back, and we don’t want to get our country into 
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a crisis like we are at present because of past policies. So 
we are cautious about it, but we do believe that we are 
using the assistance available to us in a strategic way to 
— the best value to the RDP and our country as a 
whole. 


[De Vos] I think for the benefit of our viewers you must 
just explain what we mean by soft loans, etc. You know, 
to the man in the street, when you say a soft loan, is that 
free money? 


[Naidoo] No, it’s not free money. A loan is a loan. You 
have to pay. It may be a lower rate of interest than that 
which is at market level, but it still remains money that 
you have to pay back. I think that must be understood. 


[Landsberg] Ambassador, if I can follow up on Eon’s 
question. The idea of an aid package for Africa is, in a 
sense, mythical, because quite frankly it sounds as if a 
number of the problems and the tensions that arose in 
the past stem from the idea of soft loan and the condi- 
tions tied to it—the import-export guarantees, the trade 
guarantees and concessions, all of those things, and 
people could understand, then, that South Africa is right 
in saying that we are going to be cautious, we won’t rush 
into this whole policy. 


[Hara] Well, this time, as I said, our facilities are open to 
the South African Government and the people, and if 
you want to take it, please do. If you don’t, we don’t 
mind. It is an opes sort of offer, and what I am saying is 
that, regarding th« soft loan, normally, in the case of 
South Africa, we t:aven’t decided the exact terms and 
conditions of the loan yet, but roughly speaking, it could 
be somewhere around three percent interest rate, with 25 
years of repayment period, including seven year’s grace 
period. This is the softest loan you can get, South 
Africans can get, from any source in the world. If you 
want to use it, please do, but this is project-tied, and 
international open tender is a requirement. So we are 
now talking with the South African Government quite 
intensively how to solve these differences of their system 
and our system. 


[Naidoo] I was saying that there are two senior Japanese 
delegations coming in next month to finalize a lot of the 
project-tied assistance and loan assistance. You know, 
our condolences went out to people in Kobe who suf- 
fered, you know, enormous damage in the earthquake. 
To reconstruct and develop Kobe is going to take a long 
time. It requires planning; it requires resources, similar 
to us. We face a similar problem. The aid package has a 
number of different components: grant aid, market set of 
guarantees, aid to the private sector, and this is a 
complicated package that we’re now sitting and 
unp cking. 


[Landsberg] But on this, Minister, if I could ask you one 
final one. How true is it that you have serious problems 
with capacity and staffing the Japanese aid package, but 
aid policy in general, in implementing it? 
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[Naidoo] The big dilemma facing government is, we're 
trying to do it in an integrated way. So foreign affairs, 
trade and industry, and ourselves are sitting together in 
a committee trying to unpack these aid packages, and fit 
it more coherently into our strategy as a government on 
the RDP. That is what’s taken a bit of time, but that’s 
been necessary, because at the end of the day it has to fit 
into our program. I think that’s an important break- 
through for a country that is developing like South 
Africa. I believe that we’ve made a tremendous success. 
The aid that is available has been identified and fitted 
into the broad programs that different Jepartments are 
planning at the moment. As I said, we are dealing with a 
range of different countries, not just Japan. And if one 
looks across the board, the media reports have only been 
related to the negotiations with Japan, but we are con- 
ducting negotiations at the moment with about 20 dif- 
ferent countries. 


[De Vos] And the bottom line, at the end of the day, is 
there’s still 18 months remaining in which that Japanese 
package... 


{Hara, interrupting] Yes, we can wait, you know. We are 
not, you know, frustrated at all. We are having very 
fruitful and constructive discussions with the South 
African Government, I can say that, Minister Naidoo. 


[De Vos] Well, we’l’ be following those discussions with 
great interest. Gentlemen, thank you very much, Mr. 
Hara from the Japanese Embassy and Mr. Jay Naidvo. 


Mandela Reaffirms Cabinet Decision on 
Indemnity 


MB2901 142995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0942 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 29 SAPA—The 
cabinet’s recent decision that no indemnity had been 
granted to 3,500 policemen shortly before the April 
election was “irreversible”, President Nelson Mandela 
said in Pretoria on Sunday [29 January]. He told a press 
conference at his official residence, Mahlamba’ndlopfu, 
the decision had been a “firm” one “which still stands”. 
Mr Mandela added: “This does not mean that we are not 
going to look with sensitivity at the future of all the men 
who are involved.” 


In achieving reconciliation, the interests of those who 
committed crimes in defence of apartheid had to be 
balanced against the feelings of the relatives of people 
who had been the victims. Mr Mandela said a solution 
which would take both factors into account was being 
considered. 


Asked whether the cabinet was likely to be split on the 
issue, he said: “Let’s not be prophets. Let’s face the 
situation when it arises.” 


The decision about two weeks ago that indemnity 
granted to 3,500 policemen and two former cabinet 
members was invalid caused a rift in the cabinet and 
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prompted National Party leader F W de Klerk to con- 
sider his party’s withdrawal from the government of 
national unity. He and Mr Mandela resolved their dif- 
ferences last week, agreeing to make “‘a fresh start”’. 


Mr Mandela said all cabinet members, “including the 
leaders of other political parties”, had the will and the 
capacity to find a solution to the indemnity issue. “‘It 
should not be alarming that there should be differences 
because of our different backgrounds to the sensitive 
question involving 3,500 people. There is no reason why 
we should not find consensus in this regard.” 


Mr Mandela said peace and stability had been brought 
about in the country “because of our approach of recon- 
ciliation and of burying the past”. Some of those who 
committed crimes to defend apartheid were caught up in 
a situation which they could not avoid as “these deci- 
sions were being taken by their seniors and they merely 
acted as functionaries’’. ‘““We are taking account of that,” 
Mr Mandela said. 


Mr Mbeki said the Truth Commission was “not after 
retribution or Neuremberg trials’. “We don’t want to 
continue a battle about the past. We want to move 
beyond the past. We are not after vengeance. We are not 
after getting people paraded in the street and pilloried 
because they did whatever.” 


NP Rejects Mandela Announcement 


MB3001081895 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network in 
English 0500 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Party [NP] has 
rejected President Nelson Mandela’s announcement that 
the indemnity granted to 3,500 policemen last year is 
irreversible. [as heard] The NP spokesman on justice, 
Mr. Danie Schutte, said indemnity was a legal question 
that would be determined by the courts and not the 
cabinet. Earlier President Mandela told a news confer- 
ence in Pretoria that the decision not to grant indemnity 
had been a firm one. However, the cabinet would look 
with sensitivity at the future of the men involved. 


Ex-President on Indemnities, Truth Commission 


MB2901172295 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
29 Jan 95 p 1 


[Report on interview with former President P.W. Botha 
by Johan Kruger at Botha’s home; date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Former state president, Mr. P.W. 
Botha, has broken his long political silence. He fully 
supports the “brave soldiers and police” who, according 
to him, have made great sacrifices to protect all South 
Africans. 


In an interview with RAPPORT he did not move an inch 
from his well-known view that South Africa was exposed 
to a “total onslaught”’. “I stand by everyone who assisted 
me in this battle against communism, against the total 
onslaught facing our country. And I am not prepared to 
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make excuses for those views that I openly anncunced. | 
believed I was serving the highest interests of South 
Africa,” he said. 


The exclusive interview with RAPPORT took place at 
Die Anker [The Anchor], his retirement home at The 
Wilderness, after he refused to voice publicly any 
opinion on national issues for nearly two years. The 
seriousness of the case involving thousands of members 
of the army and the police who live in fear of prosecu- 
tion, despite applications for indemnity, has led to him 
breaking his self-imposed silence. 


RAPPORT questioned him about this and, amongst 
Other things, about indemnity laws and the proposed 
Truth Commission, and the indications that some min- 
isters and former ministers are pointing fingers at their 
colleagues and former colleagues who served with former 
President Botha and his successor, Deputy President 
F.W. de Klerk, in the State Security Council. 


This week the names of, among others, Mr. Pik Botha, 
Mr. Kobie Coetsee, Dr. Piet Koornhof, Dr. Gerrit Vil- 
joen, Dr. Dawie de Villiers, and Mr. Hernus Kriel were 
mentioned in this regard. 


In some circles it is even said that former President 
Botha should appear before the Truth Commission to 
answer questions on decisions taken under his leadership 
in the State Security Council. 


Former President Botha’s answer is: “I reject any recrim- 
inations initiated by ‘truth commissions’ and ‘indemnity 
laws’. Brave soldiers and policemen have made huge 
sacrifices for the security of South Africa and all its 


people.” 


Throughout the interview he emphasized his firm belief 
in the Almighty. “Although I find myself outside party 
politics, | am not prepared to distance myself from my 
convictions and my deepest beliefs.” 


In the interview former President Botha revealed for the 
first time sections of the minutes of the discussion he 
held with President Nelson Mandela here at his home 
shortly before the general election. He says, among other 
things, that President Mandela asked him to use his 
influence on Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg of the Conservative 
Party, General Constand Viljoen of the Freedom Front, 
and Mr. Eugene Terreblanche of the AWB [Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance Movement]. 


In another significant development it seems that two 
former ministers appointed by former President Botha 
could be prosecuted over alleged crimes committed 
under the old government. Two charges against Mr. 
Adriaan Vlok are already being investigated. 


Outgoing police commissioner, Gen. Johan van der 
Merwe, says that the former government should accept 
joint responsibility for the political dispensation that 
was still in place when the security forces were struggling 
to ward off the onslaught against the country. 
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He believes that documents concerning orders to the 
former security forces should be analyzed to determine 
how the security forces would have understood and 
interpreted these orders under operational circum- 
stances and how this would have influenced their prac- 
tical implementation. 


Mandela Appoints New Police Commissioner 


MB290! 140195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0919 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 29 SAPA— 
General George Fivaz is the new national commissioner 
of the South African Police Services, President Nelson 
Mandela announced in Pretoria on Sunday [29 January]. 


Four new deputy commissioners had been appointed. 
They are Gen Morgan Chetty, Gen Mike Bester, Gen 
Zolisa Lavisa and Gen John Manuel. 


Mr Mandela told a news conference at his official 
Pretoria residence, Mahlamba’ndlopiu, he was confideni 
that Gen Fivaz would lead the transformation in the 
police service to ‘further enhance public confidence in 
the police”. Gen Fivaz, for his part, expressed his “‘total” 
commitment towards creating an “acceptable and 
accountable”’ police service. 


Mr Mandela said success against crime would only be 
achieved if the community was prepared to work with 
the police towards creating safety and securitv. 


The government was aware that morale in the police 
service and the public service had been affected by 
uncertainties and by poor salaries in the lower ranks. 
“We are committed to finding resources to improve 
salaries and motivation for police officials. However, we 
will be doing this in the context of belt-tightening and 
rationalisation in the government as a whole.” 


Mr Mandela said a key challenge facing the new police 
management was the creation of a healthy labour rela- 
tions environment in the police service. “I wish to urge 
that the disputes that have arisen within the police 
service in the Gauteng and Soweto area in particular be 
resolved without delay.” The striking members of the 
force would be expected to assist this process by going 
back to work, Mr Mandela said. 


Gen Fivaz said policing issues which should be 
addressed as a matter urgency included reducing crime, 
the restoration of the discipline and morale of the police 
and the removal of all forms of discrimination in the 
force. The legitimacy of the police also had to be 
addressed and the force ‘“‘must make a clean and definite 
break with the past”. 


Gen Fivaz said he and his four deputies were committed 
to a consultative and participatory style of management. 


Gen Fivaz, 49, was born at Reitz in the Orange Free 
State and matriculated at Bultfontein High School. He 
joined the South African Police in 1964, serving as a 
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station police officer at Bayswater in Bloemfontein. In 
1972 he was appointed branch commander of the South 
African Narcotics Bureau in the Orange Free State. He 
obtained a bachelor of administration degree within 
three years through part-time study at the University of 
the Orange Free Staite in 1976. During this period he 
became a captain and also served as district detective 
officer. In 1976 he became a member of the National 
Inspectorate of the South African Police and in the 
following year he qualified as an organisation and work 
study officer. He developed a particular interest in 
studying various policing styles, including community 
policing. 


Gen Fivaz investigated the decentralisation of authority 
in policing systems and became involved in the restruc- 
turing of the SAP. In this capacity he visited Canada, the 
United States, Europe ard Southern America to study 
police management styles. 


He and his wife, Anna-Beth, whom he married in 1969, 
have four sons. 


Deputy Commissioner Morgan Chetty joined the SAP in 
1962 and was commanding officer of the SAP College in 
Durban from 1982 to 1990. Prior to his latest appoint- 
ment he was external liaison chief of the Community 
Relations Division at police headquarters in Pretoria. 


Gen Mike Bester was in 1985 appointed as district 
commissioner of Soweto West. In October last year he 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general and was 
appointed divisional chief of Visible Policing at police 
headquarters. 


Gen Zolisa Lavisa joined the Transkei Police in 1977 
where he rose to the rank of major-general and served as 
deputy commissioner inspectorate. He holds a work 
study and organisation diploma and is presently 
studying for a bachelor of administration degree at the 
University of Pretoria. 


Gen John Manuel joined the SAP in March 1965. After 
serving in various positions in the Cape Province, he was 
appointed deputy district commissioner in Soweto West. 
In 1992 he became head of the newly formed community 
relations division for the KwaZulu/Natal region at police 
headquarters. 


NP Promises Support 


MB2901 143195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1424 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 29 SAPA—The 
National Party [NP] said on Sunday [29 January] new 
police national commissioner Gen George Fivaz could 
count on its support and cooperation in the fight against 
crime. Gen Fivaz’s appointment as commissioner of the 
SA [South Africa] Police Services was announced by 
President Nelson Mandela earlier on Sunday. The NP 
said in a statement it welcomed the appointment of a 
commissioner from within police ranks. 
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COSATU Reacts to Appointment 


MB2901204395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1913 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 29 SAPA— 
The Congress of South African Trade Unions 
[COSATU] on Sunday [29 January] called on the new 
commissioner of police Gen George Fivaz to give urgent 
attention to police grievances. 


COSATU spokesman Neil Coleman said the union con- 
gratulated Gen Fivaz on his appointment and wished 
him well. 


He said the general should urgently dismantle the 
Internal Stability Unit and paramilitary units in the 
police force, and bring an end to police “‘brutalities” in 
industrial disputes. 


Mr Coleman also called Gen Fivaz to take action against 
policemen responsible for the shooting of striking 
policemen at Orlando Police Station on Friday. 


‘He (Gen Fivaz) must take immediate steps to stop third 
force activities such as plots to assassinate leaders in 
local government elections as well as the use of migration 
issues to destabilise communities.” 


Mr Coleman said Gen Fivaz would be watched closely 
by COSATU and the people of South Africa as a whole. 
“If he is seen to be acting effectively on these fronts, he 
would earn the respect and support of all South Afri- 
cans,” he added. 


New Police Chief Ist Step in ‘Radical Overhaul’ 


MB2701172595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
27 Jan 95 pp 1, 3 


[Report by Bronwyn Littleton] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa will get a new 
police commissioner on Sunday [29 January]—almost 
certainly Major-General George Fivaz—as the first step 
in a radical overhaul of the top ranks of the force. 


The far-reaching changes will reshape the entire service 
in a matter of months. 


The new structure, announced yesterday by Minister of 
Safety and Security Sidney Mufamadi, is certain to lead 
to casualties as the top-heavy SAPS [South African 
Police Service] is converted into a service more repre- 
sentative of the country’s populatiun. 


President Mandela will announce the new commissioner 
on Sunday. The commissioner will them immediately 
announce the names of the deputy national! coimmis- 
sioners. 


Fivaz—currently head of the Division Efficiency Ser- 
vices —has been widely tipped as the new commissioner 
to succeed General Johan van der Merwe, who 
announced his retirement this month. 
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Although the Interim Constitution does not prescribe the 
number of deputy commissioners to be appointed, it is 
understood that four appointments could be announced. 


In addition to a policeman from the former Transkei, 
sources said maior-generals Morgan Chetty and John 
Manuel—the first black police generals—could be 
appointed as deputy commissioners. 


Senior police officers said yesterday the new police 
structure would clear out “dead wood” among the gen- 
eral staif left over from the old SAP [South African 
Police] and usher in a new era. 


Mufamadi encouraged senior police officers to stay in 
the service but—in what police officers saw as an “either 
you're with us or you're out” ultimatum—he invited 
anyone of the rank of general, lieutenant-general or 
mayjor-general who wished to retire to notify him as soon 
as possible. 


Last year, which Mufamadi described as one of the most 
difficult in police history, 14 generals and 44 brigadiers 
left the force. 


The new structure includes: 


—A national commissioner with executive powers, but 
whose command will be subject to the directions of the 
Minister. 


—The deputy commissioners. 


—Nine provincial commissioners. These will replace the 
old system of 10 regional commissioners. In early 
February these posts will be advertised and police 
officers—including the current commissioners—and 
civilians will be invited to apply. 


A special secretariat in the Minister's office will oversee 
the administration of applications. Shortlisted appli- 
cants will be screened by a panel including international 
police officers and the new national commissioner. The 
positions should be filled in the first week of March. 


The prospect of a dramatic clearing out of the generals 
ranks has alarmed and surprised many police officers 
who are loyal to the 60 generals currently at the top of the 
force. 


It 1s widely believed that the current regional commis- 
sioners have almost no chance of getting the provincial 
jobs as they will have to apply and compete with quali- 
fied civilians who do not carry with them the baggage of 
the old police force. 


Also, the Interim Constitution provides that the pre- 
miers of each province have the final veto on their police 
commissioners appointments. 


—The new SAPS will be structured in five divisions: 
Support Services, Human Resources, National Crime, 
National Safety Services, and National Standards and 
Management Services. These replace six old divisions. 
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The posts of divisional heads will also be advertised and 
selected through the same system as those of provincial 
commissioner. 


— A board of commissioners will be established com- 
prising the provincial and national commissioners. 
This will be a co-ordinating body that will work closely 
with the provincial MECs [member of the Executive 
Council] for safety and security. 


These changes will be facilitated in a proclamation in 
today’s Government Gazette prior to the passing of the 
Police Act by Parliament. 


Mufamadi said: “I am convinced that the appointment 
of a new police leadership will provide a visible public 
symbol of the new integrated police service, thus 
increasing public confidence in the service”’. 


He added that the finalising of senior appointments 
would put an end to uncertainty and rumours that had 
helped to break down police morale. 


But senior officers approached by THE STAR yesterday 
were not so convinced. Faced with the likelihood of 
civilian provincial commissioners and divisional heads, 
they mourned the passing of the old guard. 


Mufamadi also addressed the issue of retirement 
arrangements, apparently addressing the old guard gen- 
erals. He said there were provisions in the constitution 
for management-level personnel to take early retirement. 


Article Assesses De Klerk’s ‘Crisis’ 


MB2701170695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
27 Jan 95 p 16 


[Article by Patrick Laurence] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy President F W de 
Klerk, the Afrikaner leader whose bold reformist initia- 
tive won him international recognition and a Nobel 
Peace Prize, faces a serious credibility crisis. 


It stems from his standard plea of ignorance when 
confronted with embarrassing events which occurred 
during his term of office as the last president under the 
old order. He has done so four times during the past four 
years. 


The reaction of most political observers has been one of 
increasing scepticism: on the first occasion his ignorance 
was possible; on the second unlikely; on the third highly 
improbable; on fourth all but unbelievable. 


The latest episode relates to the disclosure that nearly 
3,500 policemen, including Police Commissioner Johan 
van der Merwe, applied for indemnity in the dying days 
of De Klerk’s presidency. Two names on the list have 
made it more controversial: those of Adriaan Vlok and 
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Magnus Malan, who served as minister of law and order 
and of defence at the beginning of De Klerk’s presidency 
from 1989 to 1994. 


The applications were only detected by Nelson Man- 
dela’s Minister of Justice Dullah Omar, after Commis- 
sioner Van der Merwe declared that he was not 
investigating charges against Vlok for allegedly 
approving of, or conniving at, the blowing up of the 
headquarters of the SA [South Africa] Council of 
Churches in 1988. 


The ANC labelled the applications ‘clandestine’, 
implying that they were a surreptitious attempt by the 
policemen and the former ministers to obtain indemnity 
amid the distracting excitement of South Africa’s first 
genuinely democratic elections last April. 


For that reason—and because the applicants did not 
specify the offences for which they were seeking immu- 
nity of prosecution—the ANC opposed the granting of 
indemnity. 


The reaction of ANC members in the National Assembly 
to De Klerk’s attempt to explain that he personally was 
not aware of the applications was to interject with 
chorused whispers of “he knew, he knew”. 


Their scepticism was reinforced by the cautious wording 
of De Klerk’s original denial. “(The applications) did not 
come before me for a decision,” De Klerk said in a 
prepared statement. 


Judging from the dispute within the Cabinet when the 
controversial applications were discussed there, Nelson 
Mandela shared their scepticism. He reportedly accused 
De Klerk of lying. De Klerk said afterwards: “He 
attacked my integrity and good faith.” 


The first major occasion when De Klerk’s faith was 
called into question by the ANC occurred more than 
three years ago, in July 1991, when investigations by 
THE WEEKLY MaAIL and the British newspaper, THE 
GUARDIAN unearthed evidence that the De Klerk 
administration had secretly paid R250,000 [rands] to 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP]. 


Their investigations showed that the payments were 
made in two installments: the first in November 1989 
and the second in March 1990. The second transfer was 
after De Klerk’s watershed speech unbanning the ANC 
and his bold decision to release the imprisoned Mandela. 


The disclosure generated suspicions that De Klerk talked 
about open negotiations for a settlement while secretly 
deploying a Machiavellian strategy to weaken the ANC 
by strengthening its political opponents. Mandela took 
an even more critical line. ‘““The transformation of Natal 
and many parts of the Reef into killing fields must be 
laid squarely at the door of the (De Klerk) government,” 
he said. 


De Klerk insisted that he was not aware of diversion of 
taxpayers’ money to IFP coffers, even as his then foreign 
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minister, Pik Botha, admitted that the money had been 
paid into an IFP account to boost its opposition to the 
international sanctions campaign against South Africa. 


De Klerk’s denial of awareness of, and responsibility for, 
the donations juxtaposed uneasily with his admission 
that he had continued payments to the IFP-linked trade 
union, the United Workers Unions of South Africa, 
started by his predecessor, P W Botha. 


The next prominent denial came in November 1992 
when Mr Justice Ri chard Goldston2>—who had been 
appointed by De Klerk to investigate political violence— 
disclosed that his investigations had uncovered a covert 
military intelligence project to discredit the ANC by 
infiltrating criminals into its ranks. 


The investigations identified one of the masterminds 
behind the project as Ferdi Barnard, a convicted mur- 
derer who had served in the secret and supposedly 
disbanded military unit, the Civil Co-operation Bureau 


De Klerk initially complained of “‘a plethora of insinu- 
ations, allegations and accusations’’. But after 
appointing a top general, Pierre Steyn, to conduct an 
internal inquiry and after receiving a “‘verbal report” 
from him, De Klerk admitted that some officers and 
their “civilian collaborators” had been involved in “‘ille- 
gal or unauthorised activities”. 


Twenty-three officers were either ordered to retire or 
sent on leave. No charges were brought against the men, 
although their illegal actions might have included 
murder. According to De Klerk the decision not to 
prosecute was made by the Attorney General because 
there was “insufficient evidence to prosecute”. 


The next disclosure came on March 18 last year when 
Goldstone reported that he had strong prima facie evi- 
dence that senior police officers, including the deputy 
commissioner of police, had formed a criminal nexus 
with some of their counterparts in the KwaZulu Police 
and elements in the IFP. The purpose was to arm and 
assist the IFP in its undeclared war against the ANC. 


De Klerk expressed surprise and shock, placed three 
police officers on compulsory leave and gave his consent 
to an international investigation into the prima facie 
evidence produced by Goldstone. The investigations 
resulted in the indictment of Eugene de Kock, the last 
commander of the secret police counterinsurgency unit 
at Vilakplaas, on eight charges of murder. 


On his retirement from the police with the disbandment 
of the Viakplaas unit De Kock received a huge payout of 
R1.2 million. Large payments from the Treasury were 
similarly made to the men who served him at Vlakplaas, 
including “‘Askaris” or renegade ANC guerrillas. 


These gratuities were approved by the De Klerk cabinet. 
The official reason was that Vlakplaas men had been 
unfairly maligned by adverse publicity and that they 
would therefore struggle to find employment. 
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The suspicion exists, however, that the payments were 
“silence money”. It helps to explain the scepticism which 
greeted De Klerk’s latest protestation of innocence. 


Mufamadi Rejects KwaZulu Police Graduation 


MB2901 183295 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 29 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Edyth Bulbring} 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Safety and Security Minister 
Sydney Mufamadi yesterday rejected a proposal that 
would have allowed most trainees at the Ulundi Police 
Training College to graduate on Friday and announced 
instead that he would appoint a full inquiry into irregu- 
larities at the college. 


In a tough statement, Mr Mufamadi gave the final word 
on a row between himself and the KwaZulu Natal MEC 
[member of the Executive Council] for Safety and Secu- 
rity the Rev C J Mtetwa, over the graduation of unfit 
police trainees from the college. “Until | am satisfied 
that all those who do not qualify have been properly 
identified and excluded there will be no graduation,” he 
said. 


Mr Mufamadi said the compromise offered by Mr 
Mtetwa—that those trainees who were convicted crimi- 
nals should not graduate with the others—was no com- 
promise at all. They would not be allowed to stay in the 
police service. 


“I am appalled that the MEC would even consider such 
an offer as a concession tu resolve the issue,” he said. 
“This government will not tolerate criminals and thugs 
in its police service.” 


An investigation into the Ulundi: college by a special 
team had revealed that 45 trainees were not eligible to 
become policemen. Of these, 28 had criminal convic- 
tions, three were fugitives from justice and 14 had 
contagious diseases. Mr Mufamadi said others might not 
qualify as policemen as well. 


Outlining reasons for this, he said. 


—There had been a breakdown in discipline at the 
college, in the form of absenteeism, the abuse of liquor 
and other infractions. The college’s Officer Com- 
manding, Colonel Matthew Dlamini, had still not 
provided Mr Mufamadi with a full report despite a 
request to do so. 


—Many of the students had not been fingerprinted when 
they were recruited. The fingerprints of 121 trainees 
were still outstanding. 


—Some students may not have received the required 
training to become special constables. 


—Some students may be members and office-bearers of 
a political party in contravention of standing police 
regulations. When the team tried to investigate this, it 
was met by an “alarming and obstructive” response 
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from Colonel Dlamini. Details of the trainees’ polit- 
ical membership had still not been provided. 


—Scrutiny of the trainees’ personal files showed that 
some may have used false educational documents. 


—The team had not received the personal files of 18 
students. 


—Several students had failed to undergo the required 
medical tests when they enlisted. 


—The KwaZulu Police Acting Commissioner had still 
not provided the investigating team with a list of 
procedures and criteria used in recruiting the students. 


“To allow the students to graduate and then be posted to 
stations before all those who are disqualified have been 
properly identified aiid excluded would be irresponsible, 
illegal and reckless in the extreme,” Mr Mufamadi said. 


He would also be faced with lawsuits for failing to 
comply with the law and for endangering public safety, 
he said. 


Mr Mufamadi said he was not convinced that the irreg- 
ularities exposed at the Ulundi college had been “mere 
bureaucratic bunglings”’. He would appoint a full inquiry 
into why the KwaZulu authorities had not informed him 
about the appalling state of affairs at the college; how 
criminals came to be recruited into the KwaZulu police 
force; why fingerprints had not been taken on recruit- 
ment; and what enlistment procedures and criteria had 
been adopted. 


IFP Members Involved in Peace Efforts Attacked 


MB2701182495 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 27 Jan-2 Feb 95 p 8 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been seven attacks 
on prominent Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) members 
involved in peace initiatives with the ANC since last 
September. 


The Human Rights Committee (HRC) suspects these 
attacks are being carried out by hardliners who oppose 
the peace initiatives of their moderate colleagues. 


But IFP senator Philip Powell vehemently denied this. 
“It is one of the most tardy bits of political propaganda,” 
said Powell. 


According to the HRC, three of those targeted were Zulu 
traditional leaders, probably indicating the difficulties 
they face in heeding King Goodwill Zwelithini’s call on 
them to accommodate the IFP and the ANC within their 
fiefdoms. 


HRC violence monitor Linda McLean said the back- 
ground to most of the attacks was the same—the targeted 
IFP leader supported the return of ANC refugees to their 
communities, but faced opposition from other IFP 
leaders and members. 
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Powell blamed ANC members for the attacks, saying IFP 
leaders who “exposed” themselves through peace talks 
have become “soft targets”. 


“ANC members have thinned out the IFP leadership to 
the point where only those whom they call warlords 
survive. They are killing every single IFP leader who 
does not arm himself and surround himself with body- 
guards,” he said. 


The HRC said the latest target was Induna Themba Cele 
whose home in Izingolweni on the South Coast was 
raked with bullets and set on fire earlier this week. Five 
youths, including three of Cele’s children, were killed. 


McLean said there were suspicions that Cele’s home was 
attacked because he favoured the return of fleeing ANC 
supporters to Izingolweni. 


McLean said another alleged victim of IFP infighting 
was the deputy mayor of Enseleni township in northern 
Natal, Ndukenhle Dlodlo, who was gunned down on 
January |0 while addressing a meeting of councillors. 


She said that while Dlodlo was an IFP supporter, he 
wanted to “facilitate” the return of ANC refugees and 
promoted the reconstruction and development pro- 
gramme. 


The HRC said that other violent incidents that could be 
related to internal IFP conflict include: 


—The killing of the wife of Induna Shange who was shot 
dead at her home in Nyandezulu on the South Coast 
last October. 


—Gun-fire attacks on the homes of IFP-aligned Induna 
Sgogo Dube and councillor Tito Dube last November 
in kwaHlaza on the North Coast. The attacks left three 
women and two children dead. 


—The shooting of two IFP members, including peace 
negotiator Johnson Myeni soon after a joint IFP-ANC 
peace rally in Bhambayi, near Durban The former 
local IFP chairman Victor Shawe, is facing murder 
charges in the Verulam Magistrate’s Court in connec- 
tion with these killings. 


Government: 1 Million AIDS Orphans by 2000 


MB2701150095 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 0500 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Close on 1 million South 
African children could be orphaned by AIDS by the year 
2000. This is according to the latest estimates of the 
Department of Health and Population Development. 


These alarming facts couid create what it describes as a 
social time bomb, and, left to their own devices, these 
children would inevitably turn to crime and prostitution. 
The ability to shoulder the impact of AIDS would be 
weakest among the poor with little education. 
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The department says figures from Uganda show that, six 
months after their last parent died of AIDS, 67 percent 
of the orphans were naked, malnourished, and had no 
homes, forcing them to turn to the easiest way of making 
money—crime and prostitution. 


South African Press Review for 27 Jan 
MB2701133295 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


KwaZulu Police Conflict With Security Minister—A 
“serious conflict is brewing” over the KwaZulu Police, 
KZP, between Safety and Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi and his counterpart in KwaZulu/Natal, 
Celani Mtetwa, according to Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 27 January. Mufamadi has ordered the 
scheduled graduation of 600 KwaZuiu Police trainees on 
3 February be delayed. However, the KZP, “‘acting with 
the backing of Mtetwa, is determined that the ceremony 
will take place.” “In its own interests the KZP—and the 
IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] as the dominant party in 
KwaZulu/Natal—should cooperate with Mufamadi.” 
Failure to do so “can only raise suspicions that they are 
recruiting criminals into the provinciai police force, 
presumably because of their allegiance to the IFP.” 


SOWETAN 


KwaZulu Police Conflict With Security Minister— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 27 January in a 
page 16 editorial finds it “‘unacceptable for the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, or anybody else for that matter, to 
challenge ihe authority of a Cabinet Minister. Among 
other things it gives the Government an appearance of 
weakness and, what is even worse, of illegitimacy. The 
problems of the Natal region are too complex to be 
sorted out overnight. One solution to the problem of the 
separation of powers is the setting up of unambiguous 
functional parameters for the regions and for the state.” 


WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 


De Klerk’s Threat To Leave GNU ‘Tantrum’—Deputy 
President de Klerk’s threats to abandon the government 
of national unity, GNU, “‘were nollow” says a page 26 
editorial in Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in 
English for 27 January-2 February. “It was a tantrum by 
someone who is still coming to terms with the limits of 
his powers in the new South Africa and who had one eye 
on his party’s federal congress, where he was expecting to 
catch flak for being too cosy with the ANC.” However, if 
De Klerk and his National Party, NP, did leave the GNU 
“it would allow a democratically-eiected government to 
get on with the tough business of implementing its 
policies and making the decisive and firm moves so 
badly needed in this country.”’ It would also “bolster the 
currently weak parliamentary opposition benches, since 
the NP would be free to speak out.” Meanwhile, De 
Klerk “emerges from this week’s events a weaker man. 
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He had one trump card in his hand—the threat to walk 
out of the GNU—and he chose a strange time and a 
strange issue over which to play it.” If he plays it again 
‘Mandela will be tempted to accept it. If so, it will speed 
up our progress to normal, majority-rule democracy.” 


NEW NATION 


NP Withdrawal! Threat Damages Its Credibility—The 
NP “gained very little” from its threat to withdraw from 
the GNU, states a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg NEW 
NATION in English on 27 January. The incident “did 
more to damage its credibility than at any time during 
the past seven to eight months.” The NP then sparked 
off a renewed debate on the need for a constitutionally- 
prescribed coalition. “While we completely understand 
the need for a constitutional Government of National 
Unity during the initial transitional period from apart- 
heid rule to democracy, there can be absolutely no 
justification for its continuation beyond the first two 
years of the interim constitution.” A permanent coali- 
tion government “does not make for decisive gover- 
nance, which we believe is essential for stability and 
overall confidence.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Second Term of GNU Unlikely—“‘We don’t think 
there’s any chance of the government of national unity 
having a second term of office,” declares the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
26 January. “The ANC does not want it, the PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] supports the ANC in rejecting 
it, and the National Party does not have the power to 
enferce it.” 


South African Press Review for 30 Jan 
MB3001145395 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Campaign Against Black Illegal Immigrants— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 30 January in a 
page !2 editorial points out that the ANC and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, IFP, are “agreed” on the “right 
of illegal immigrants to expect humane treatment before 
deportation.” First reports of these illegal immigrants 
being “harassed and driven out of their homes have 
come from Alexandra. Similar incidents could occur 
elsewhere if the ANC-IFP view is not heeded bv extrem- 
ists... THE STAR also points to another “odd factor” 
that this “campaign is aimed only at black immigrants, 
legal or otherwise. No agitation has been heard against 
illegal white immigrants, who do exist after all. The first 
step, as suggested by Home Affairs Minister Buthelezi, is 
to penalise the illegal’s employers who exploit them with 
low wages.” 


Too Many Intelligence Departments—A second edito- 
rial notes that now the country has the South African 
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Secret Service, the National Intelligence Agency, the 
Military Intelligence, and a Committee on Security and 
Intelligence. “Already the cloak-and-dagger arena is 
awash with fancy capital-lettered titles and public expen- 
diture, and soon we are to have an overall Co-ordinator 
of Intelligence as well.” “It looks like yet another cream 
pie for the bloated belly of a bureaucracy that must 
perhaps inevitably swell to blubber, given the number of 
superfluous legisiators increasingly desperate 9 keep 
themselves busy.” 


SOWETAN 


New Police Chief—New Chief of the South African 
Police Services, SAPS, George Fivas, is taking over a 
force “seemingly unable to overcome its apartheid past. 
It is polarised along racial lines and its men and women 
are demoralised and underpaid,” according to a page 10 
editoria! in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 30 
January. “With hindsight, the decision of the Govern- 
ment of National Unity to retain General Johan van der 
Merwe to oversee the transition was a huge mistake. He 
lacked vision and understanding of the need to subject 
the SAPS to a catharsis—a cleansing that would have 
allowed it to tackle the new challenges without the past 
hanging around its neck like an albatross.” 


‘Witch-Hunt’ for Biack Immigrants—The ‘“‘witch- 
hunt’” of black immigrants and refugees “serves no 
purpose and must stop” says a second editorial on the 
same page. “It is understandable that depressed commu- 
nities view foreigners who are vying for and taking up 
scarce accommodation and jobs with hostility. It is 
irrational and foolish, however, to believe the problem 


: 99 


will be resolved by conducting ‘pogroms’. 


BUSINESS DAY 


Rebellion of KwaZulu/Natal Chiefs—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 30 January in a page 4 
editorial says: “Two realities underlie the rebellion of 
traditional leaders in KwaZulu/Natal against the local 
government election: the political agenda of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party and the real fears of the amakhosi [chiefs] 
that elected local authorities in their areas will under- 
mine their power.” There are also “strong indications 
that the chiefs are being incited by Inkatha to resist 
central government. Why else are they linking participa- 
tion to international mediation on outstanding constitu- 
tional issues?” But the threatened election boycott is 
“not simply a party political ploy. Traditional leaders 
elsewhere are worried about being drawn into Western- 
style, elected local authorities as ex-officio members—as 
government has proposed. Among other things, they are 
uncertain how their hereditary status and powers over 
land allocation will be affected.” However, the amakhosi 
“cannot be allowed to deny their subjects a constitu- 
tional right” to vote in the local elections. A “sympa- 
thetic, consultative approach” will be needed. 


RAPPORT 


Loyalty to ANC’s RDP—*“This week senior bank offi- 
cials had to prove their loyalty to the ANC’s RDP 
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[Reconstruction and Development Program] to deter- 
mine where the ANC in Gauteng would in future be 
banking. Banks are measured by their attitude towards 
the RDP, affirmative action, and the like,” notes an 
article by Izak de Villiers in his “Sunday” column on 
page 20 of Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 29 
January. “‘As a senior bank official told RAPPORT, the 
RDP is the ANC bible, the sole determinant. South 
Africa’s new elite are clearly working with a kind of 
political dogma which they see as the alpha and omega, 
and which influences everything, from schools to health 
services, the Reserve Bank, the appointment of diplo- 
mats, you name it.” “Affirmative action and RDP are all 
that matter, and even opposition parties show their 
obedience to it; because should anyone show any doubt, 
there are problems.” De Villiers continues: “Only one 
truth exists: The Grand Plan. It demands that history be 
rewritten. Historical perspectives of the previous dispen- 
sation have to be corrected by means of a Truth Com- 
mission or new syllabi for schools.” “In South Africa ‘the 
majority’ has become the new dictator.” “The interests 
of ‘the majority’ are served and appointments made 
according to the principle that they must ‘reflect the 
composition of the whole community.’ In the process 
cultural groups and minorities are ignored. Anything to 
entrench the new elite which has replaced the old.” “For 
years the ANC has claimed to have morality on its side.” 
He concludes: “Those on the receiving end of the ANC’s 
forced politics must see to it that their actions are 
morally correct. They must strive for real reconciliation 
and upliftment and make their just demands for the 
minority rights known to the country and the world. 
Opposition parties will have to form an anti-ideological 
front. Instead of cringingly joining the ANC’s RDP 
chorus, they must firmly continue to measure the actions 
of Mr. Mandela and his lieutenants by the principles of 
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true democracy. That inciudes the right of all groups and 
cultures to existence and protection.” 


Action Needed in Defense of Afrikanes--““What reason 
does an Afrikaans-speaking person have tiiese days to show 
any loyalty toward the new South Africa,” asks Piet Muller 
in his “Flashlight” column on the same page of RAPPORT. 
The thought came up, says Muller, when he read that the 
defense force “has decided to drop its trac ition of using 
Afrikaans as medium every alternate month. In the future 
everything will be done in English.” Newspapers have also 
reported that “one of the country’s largest insurance com- 
panies, which owes its existence to the Afrikaner’s nation- 
alist struggle, will no longer give bursaries to Afrikaans- 
speaking students. For the sake of affirmative action, 
English-speakers will be given preference.” “And if that 
were not enough, one reads that the ANC’s political com- 
missars on the East Rand are visiting Model C schools and 
threatening them with Big Brother for using Afrikaans as the 
medium of instruction.” “There is no area in which a 
vendetta is not being conducted against Afrikaans and the 
Afrikaner. Just study the statements by ANC bosses when 
they refer to the ‘white Afrikaans males’ in the civil service. 
Or in the business world, or wherever. It is as though there 
is a determined effort to totally eradicate everything Afri- 
kaans.” “Nothing has come of the South Africa so many 
people dreamed about. It is clear that the ANC has learned 
nothing from the past; that they will repeat all the mistakes 
of their predecessors because they clearly want to transform 
the country according to their will.” “The ANC will never 
listen to argument and nice talk,” says Muller. “Perhaps the 
time has come for mass marches, for protests in the streets, 
for industrial action which will literally and figuratively turn 
off the lights and water in the country for a while. In the 
struggle which lies ahead, politics, culture, and trade 
unionism will have to join hands. We deserve a country to 
which we can all be loyal.” 
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Angola 


Santos Asks Butrus-Ghali To Form Unavem-3 


LD2701182995 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] On the eve of another UN 
Security Council meeting, Angolan President Jose Edu- 
ardo dos Santos has written to Butrus-Ghali. He asks the 
UN secretary general to give the go-ahead for Unavem 
(UN Angola Verification Mission]-3 to be set up, the 
third UN verification mission in Angola. Presidential 
Spokesman Aldomiro da Conceicao confirmed and 
revealed to us the contents of the letter: 


[Begin Da Conceicao recording] The president wrote the 
letter on the eve of another UN Security Council 
meeting. In the letter, he asks for the meeting to approve 
the setting up of Unavem-3. As far as President Jose 
Eduardo is concerned, the decision will be made as 
evidence of the seriousness of the international commu- 
nity as regards peace in Angola. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Jose Eduardo dos Santos wrote another 
letter to UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi inviting him toa 
meeting on Angolan territory. The contents of this letter 
is also confirmed to us by Aldomiro da Conceicao: 


[Begin Da Conceicao recording] That invitation by Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos is made in a letter to the UNITA 
president, asking for a meeting in Angola. We consider 
this meeting crucial for the implementation of the 
Lusaka Protocol. [end recording] 


UN Representative Assesses Peace Process 


MB2701184495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Some might feel the Angolan 
peace process is dragging very slowly two months after 
the Lusaka accords between the government and UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola], 
but United Nations Special Representative Alioune 
Blondin Beye is apparently very upbeat about it all. He is 
chairing the Joint Peace Commission that has met eight 
times so far, but hasn’t yet got President Dos Santos and 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi together. In spite of that, 
Mr. Beye invited journalists for a very optimistic 
briefing on progress so far, as Chris Simpson reports 
from Luanda: 


I am not going to minimize the difficulties, Alioune 
Blondin Beye said, but as he launched into an upbeat, 
highly optimistic account of life in Angola after Lusaka, 
it was clear he saw many good reasons to be cheerful. Mr. 
Beye, who is now cast as chairman of the Joint Commis- 
sion charged with implementing the Lusaka agreements, 
said that the cease-fire was by and large holding. No 
objective observer could find any comparison with the 
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military situa..on prior to the Luska signing on 20 
November, he said. With all but 300 observers from 15 
different countries now in the field, the UN was now 
well-placed to investigate alleged violations which, 
though have been several, Mr. Beye acknowledged, but 
none too serious. The UN was still handicapped by 
limited resources and the usual logistical problems, but 
improvements were being madc. fhey have already 
begun [words indistinct] inside Angola and plans were 
going ahead to begin removing the millions of land 
mines which litter the countryside. 


Mr. Beye not for the first time accused the media of 
being far too negative in its coverage, interpreting delays 
and minor hiccups as serious setbacks. [Words indis- 
tinct] Joint Commission meeting with UNITA leader 
Jonas Savimoi at his headquarters in Bailundo and 
reported delays cver the second chief of staff meeting 
[words indistinct] summit in Chipipa on 10 January. I: is 
you who are polluting the country, he told the slightly 
bemused press corps, while urging journalists to accen- 
tuate the positive in the run up to next UN Security 
Council meeting scheduled for 8th February. That 
meeting, should all go well, will endorse a major expan- 
sion of the UN operation, but not perhaps if there are 
continuing stories of doom coming out of Angola. 


Why has nobody printed the story that 1,000 people are 
no longer dying everyday, Mr. Beye asked plaintively. 
Isn’t good news also news? 


Beye Tours UNITA Radio Station in Jamba 


MB2701134095 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Lusaka protocol says that 
the Voice of Resistance of the Black Cockerel, Vorgan, 
radio station can broadcast for 270 days after the signing 
of the protocol. After that period, Vorgan should be 
legalized in terms of the current Law on News Media. 
During his recent visit to Jamba, Alioune Blondin Beye 
also toured the Vorgan radio station. [video shows 
Vorgan studios and facilities, including the station 
building, a mobile studio, and an antenna tower] [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Aircraft Reportedly Shot Down in Lunda Norte 


MB2901192495 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Light Aircraft 
Company has lost an aircraft in Lunda Norte Province. 
It was shot down and nothing is known at this stage 
about its whereabouts and condiiion, or about the con- 
dition of the crew and passengers. 


Government Blames UNITA 


MB2901211895 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[From the “Ultima Hora” program] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Angola there has been yet 
another incident that could hurt relations betweer the 
government and the National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola [UNITA]. 4 ° aircraft was shot down 
near Cafunfo, in Lunda Norte Province, allegedly by 
UNITA armed forces. A total of four people were killed, 
including the commander, who was the brother of 
Faustino Muteka, head of the government team to the 
Joint Commission to supervise the implementation of 
the cease-fire agreement. 


Meanwhile, the government is becoming increasingly 
intolerant in the face of such developments, and it has 
threatened to deliver an ultimatum to UNITA. Gustavo 
Costa provides more details on the line from the 
Angolan capital: 


A light aircraft was shot down in the diamond-rich area 
of Cafunfo yesterday, supposedly by UNITA ‘roops. A 
total of four people were killed, including the com- 
mander, who was Faustino Muteka’s brother. This is yet 
another incident deepening the atmosphere of growing 
nervousness and tension in the Angolan Armed Forces 
Command which, the BBC has learned, could carry out 
some retaliatory operations. 


A UN Angola Verification Mission source has blamed 
the incident on poor communications, but the govern- 
ment is getting wary of that type of excuse, and it could 
deliver an ultimatum to UNITA to put an end to this 
type of incident. Luanda will not make any public 
pronouncements on the matter before 8 February, the 
day the United Nations will decide on the sending of 
Blue Helmet forces to Angola. [passage omitted 
including passage indistinct] 


Unavem Observers Arrive in Caxito 


MB2701164795 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 27 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The first group of Unavem [UN 
Angola Verification Mission]-2 observers have been 
deploved in the city of Caxito. Huila Province Governor 
Ventura de Azevedo said the group consists of four 
policemen who are part of a total of 12 observers from 
the UN forces appointed to oversee the Angolan peace 
process. Within a few days eight more UN mission 
members, six military officers, and two policemen are 
scheduled to arrive in Caxito, and then will be deployed 
in different parts of the province. 


Meanwhile, Joint Commission Chairman Alioune 
Blondin Beye is meeting military leaders. 


848 Prisoners in Cabinda Released on Amnesty 


MB2901194695 Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese 10 Jan 95 P 7 


[Report by Bernardo Capita in Cabinda] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A total of 848 detainees 
serving sentences of up to eight years in jail in Cabinda 
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Province have been released in terms of the Amnesty 
Law. Cabinda Province Attorney General Pascoal 
Joaquim revealed this in an exclusive interview he 
granted JORNAL DE ANGOLA. [passage omitted] 


Provincial Attorney General Pascoal Joaquim said “the 
Attorney General’s Office in the province has legalized 
all detentions over the past year’’, but he failed to give 
any precise figures. However, he expressed concern 
about the crim rate, which seems to increase by the day. 
[passage emitted] 


Mozambique 


Sofala-Based Renamo Members Criticize 
Leadership 


MB2601065995 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Jan 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mozaimb:que National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] members in areas of Sofala Province 
formerly controlled by the movement say “Afonso 
Dhlakama has abandoned us.” Those members live in 
the Cheringoma, Maringue, and Muanza areas. 


Ezequiel Braunde, journalist, radio announcer, and chief 
technician of Renamo’s radio station, and “national 
information director” Vitor Namalo, who also repre- 
sented Renamo at the Rome peace talks, have both been 
with Renamo for more than 14 years. They say the 
atmosphere is oppressive and they have been brushed 
aside. They feel the treatment they have received is both 
unacceptable and inhuman. 


They see it as unacceptable that the Renamo leadership 
should have demobilized civilians instead of real 
Renamo soldiers, who are seen today walking about 
aimlessly, faced with an uncertain future, and with no 
resources to survive on. Braunde and Namalo point out 
that no one has been punished yet for this situation. 
[passage omitted] 


At another point in the interview, the two men said just 
before the Rome peace talks began, Renamo approached 
hundreds of young students with promises of foreign 
scholarships, comfort, money, and an easy social and 
professional reintegration. “There are many such people 
who have completed their secondary schooling and 
achieved other qualifications, but today they languish 
without any guarantees of social or professional reinte- 
gration. Like us, they too have been betrayed, !osing their 
chance to get jobs with the government and without any 
possibility of obtaining jobs here in tne bush,” they 
noted. [passage omitted] 


NOTICIAS approached Renamo Political Department 
Chief Raul Domingos in Maputo concerning Braunde’s 
and Namalo’s views. Raul Domingos said their remarks 
reflected their greed and “nothing more.” 


“(...) Such behavior reflects the dreams of warriors who 
fought for many years and now that the war is over they 
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want to go live in the city, drive a Mercedes Benz,” and 
so on. “Those are the dreams of those soldiers who 
fought in the liberation struggle but who, deep down, 
really lack a pow.rful will to free the people,” Domingos 
explained. 


The Renamo Political Department chief denied accusa- 
tions that civilians, not soldiers, had been demobilized, 
and that Renamo is not looking after its men outside the 
cities. [passage omitted] 


** ..Most of the people in our country live away from the 
cities because that is where there is wealth, where we 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 


must work, and where displaced people and returnees 
from neighboring counties try to settle...” Domingos 
said. 


He described as an “invention” claims by those men that 
Renamo members in the cities were receiving salaries 
while those outside the cities “do not get anything at all.” 


“I am here and I do not get paid. I receive no money. 
Obviously, I get a subsidy for my current expenses, just 
as they get food money. It is a lie that food money was 
stopped,” Domingos concluded. 
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The Gambia 


Senior Officials Accused of Plotting Coup 


AB2701170795 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There seems to be a lot of 
trouble for the Gambian military leader Lieutenant 
Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh. He has arrested his vice presi- 
dent, Lieutenant Sana B. Sabally, and Interior Minister 
Sadibu M. Haidara, and accused them of plotting to 
overthrow him. The dramatic events have come as a 
commission was due to publish its report on a timetable 
for a handback to civilian rule in The Gambia. Lt. 
Jammeh originally, wanted a four-year term, but under 
international and local pressure set up the commission to 
find out what Gambians wanted. On the line to Banjul, 
Robin White asked Ibrahima Cisse, editor of THE 
GAMBIAN OBSERVER, about the arrests, what had 
happened. 


[Begin recording] [Cisse] Well, according to the 
chairman and head of state, he said the two men went to 
State House this morning in an attempt to force their 
way into his office so as to topple his government but 
fortunately for him he was able to neutralize the two 
captains and their men, and as we speak now they are 
under arrest at the Nantu Prison. 


[White] Were shots fired? 


[Cisse] Well, so far what we heard is conflicting. We have 
heard that there were gunshots but we are unable to 
confirm whether it is true or not. 


[White] Now has the chairman’s version been confirmed 
by anybody else? 


[Cisse] No, not yet but I believe him anyway. 


[White] And what is the situation in the capital right 
now? Are there a lot of soldiers on the streets? 


[Cisse] Yes we are seeing some soldiers going out in the 
streets of Banjul in particular but definitely, you know, 
things are under control. As we speak now things are 
calm and we do hope that things would continue like 
this. 


[White] Now, if it’s true, why were they trying to 
overthrow the chairman? 


[Cisse] Well, the attempt to seize power was the direct 
result of Capts. Sabally and Haidara’s opposition to the 
progress being made toward civilian timetable. I mean 
these people are in opposition of the formation of the 
National Consultative Committee which was charged to 
review the AFRC [Armed Forces Ruling Council] time- 
table, which is four years and which is unacceptable to 
the people. So the national consultative timetable was 
working toward reducing the timetable which these two 
captains did not like. 
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[White] I understand that the consultative council was 
supposed to hand in its report today. 


[Cisse] Yes, they handed over, they handed over. They 
submitted the report to the chairman, and according to 
chairman, he said the report will be reviewed after which 
a pronouncement on its content will be made. 


[White] Do you have any idea what its proposals are? 


[Cisse] Well, the information we have is that they have 
suggested that the AFRC should hand over power in two 
years time from 22 July. 


[White] Now do you think this is the end of the trouble 
or do you think the vice president and the interior 
minister may have supporters in the Army who might 
also have a go? 


[Cisse] What is interesting, Robin, is that Jammeh 
himself, in his statement, said that Sabally after he had 
been having problem with the council decided to embark 
on a provincial tour for the purpose of which he took a 
lot of heavy weapons which he failed to return to the 
armory, so it is not clear as to what is going to happen, 
given the fact that Jammeh himself has told us that 
Sabally went to the provinces with arms and ammuni- 
tion he has not yet returned to the armory. 


[White] So they are looking for these arms, presumably? 


[Cisse] Yes, they are looking for these arms. [end 
recording] 


Several Soldiers Arrested 


AB2701172095 Paris AFP in English 1631 GMT 
27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Banjul, 27 Jan (AFP)— 
Gambia’s vice-president and interior minister were 
arrested Friday for plotting a coup, Gambian state radio 
said. Vice-President Lieutenant Sana Sabally and Inte- 
rior Minister Sadibou Haidara were accused of plotting 
to overthrow Gambian head of state Lieutenant Yayah 
Jammeh, with whom they seized power in a coup on July 
22 last year. “The two men, armed with pistols, tried to 
force the door of Lieutenant Jammeh’s office with the 
aim of overthrowing him but they were rapidly overpow- 
ered,” the radio said, citing a presidency statement. 
Several soldiers were also reportedly arrested at the two 
main military bases here, but correspondents said the 
rest of the city was calm. 


The radio said the vice-president and interior minister 
opposed the findings of a recent consultative committee 
report on the “length of the period of transition before a 
return to a civil regime,” which had been given to the 
president. The report, which is still officially confiden- 
tial, advocates a return to a civil regime in July 1996 
after elections. 


Last month, Jammeh set December 1998 as the date for 
free elections to restore civilian rule. He justified the 
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decision by saying his regime would fight corruption and 
improve the living standards of the country’s poor 
majority. But he was forced to set up the consultative 
body after Japan, the United States and the European 
Union halted aid for the tiny west African country. Less 
than three months ago, vice-president Sabally himself 
stated that the five-man military junta had foiled an 
attempt to topple it at the cost of several lives, in a first 
sign of divisions in the small west African nation’s Army. 
Sabally told state radio several soldiers were killed in the 
November 11! coup bid, led by high-ranking Army 
officers, and said the ruling Armed Forces Provisional 
Council remained in control. 


Jammeh, 29, and three other officers all aged under 30 
seized power on July 22 in a bloodless coup that toppled 
elected president Sir Dawda Jawara, 70, who had been in 
power since before full independence from Britain in 
1965. 


Attorney General on Situation 


AB2801194095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 28 Jan 95 


{From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] You may have heard our report 
yesterday about trouble in The Gambia’s military gov- 
ernment. The vice president, Captain Sana B. Sabally, 
and interior minister, Captain Sadibu M. Haidara, were 
arrested after being accused of trying to kill Gambian 
leader, Captain Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh. They had appar- 
ently opposed the timetable for a handover to civilian 
rule. There were also reports that they have been storing 
arms across the country. Well, one listener who heard the 
report was Gambia’s attorney general and minister of 
justice, Fafa Idriss Sambe. He called us up to say that in 
fact the arms had been found. Raggi Omar asked when 
they were located. 


[Begin recording] [Sambe] They were recovered about 
two days ago. 


[Omar] How many weapons were included in the find? 


{[Sambe] Well, I wouldn’t know how many weapons were 
included but they were weapons that they took with them 
as they were on a tour of the country inspecting admin- 
istrative centers. 


[Omar] Are we talking about pistols or grenades or 
mortars? 


[Sambe] No, no, no, not grenades. I think it would be the 
ordinary weapons that soldiers travel with, only that they 
didn’t return them to the armory when they came back 
until they had to be asked and the minister of defense 
had to make it a point to recover them himself. 


[Omar] What’s going to happen to Capts. Sabally and 
Haidara now? 
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[Sambe] Well, I think we are going to watch the situation, 
and they are now in custody. They were uncompro- 
mising in the efforts we are making to return to civilian 
rule because they believe that the recommendation of the 
National Consultative Committee should be rejected. 


[Omar] How has this left the morale within the govern- 
ment and within the military? 


[Sambe] No, it has not....[pauses] It was purely their own 
attitude toward our commitment for return to civilian 
rule, for the setting up of the National Consultative 
Committee. 


[Omar] Do you think there are other soldiers who are 
unhappy at the thought of handing over to civilian rule 
within the time frame suggested by the Consultative 
Committee? 


[Sambe] No, no, there is no evidence of that. In fact, 
there is a lot of jubilation in the country that the hardline 
men have now compromised themselves. 


[Omar] And it’s your belief, is it, that Capts. Sabally and 
Haidara were the two hard men if you like, as you say, of 
the Army who wanted to hang on to power, and that they 
have been [word indistinct]? 


[Sambe] Yes, I can personally say that because I am the 
attorney general and a member of the council. I am the 
only civilian member of the council and I’m aware of 
their attitude toward the setting up, and I was very 
instrumental in the setting up of the National Consulta- 
tive Committee, and the attitude they have developed 
toward the recommendation which was submitted to us 
yesterday, before the formal submission this morning, 
and our commitment for accepting the recommendation 
of the committee and to progressively step up the proce- 
dures and measures for return to civilian rule. [end 
recording] 


Liberia 


Woewiyu Appointed 6th Member of Council 


AB2701141795 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The main stumbling block to 
the Liberian peace process has been removed with the 
nomination of Mr. Tom Woewiyu as the representative 
of the coalition parties on the council of state. Mr. 
Woewiyu, formerly of the NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia], was nominated after several hours of 
consultations among leaders of the coalition. The facili- 
tators of the peace talks have asked the faction leaders to 
work out modalities for the election of chairman and two 
deputies of the council of state. 


Our correspondent quotes sources close to the meeting as 
saying that the faction leaders have suggested two 
options to consider with regard to how the council of 
state should run until elections in November of this year. 
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One suggestion is that they should allow the three 
signatories to the Akosombo Accord, namely Mr. 
Charles Taylor, General Bowen, and Alhaji Koromah, to 
run a one-month chairmanship each for the first three 
months. Another option is that the traditional leader, 
Chief Tamba Taylor, should act as chairman for the 
remaining period until elections. Observers believe that 
if these suggestions are accepted by the faction leaders, 
the peace talks could end today. 


Taylor Denies Accord on Broadened Council 


AB2701184895 Paris AFP in English 1819 GMT 
27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Accra, Jan 27 (AFP)—One 
of the main factions fighting Liberia’s bloody civil war 
on Friday [27 January] denied that it had agreed to 
broaden out a transitional government and crushed 
hopes of a resumption in a stalled peace process. Victoria 
Refell, spokeswoman for Charles Taylor’s National 
Patriotic Front (NPFL), said the group had not agreed to 
widen the council of state, a collective presidency, from 
five to six members. 


Late Thursday, Ghanaian diplomats mediating the drag- 
ging five-year conflict, said all the main warlords had 
agreed to increase the representation on the council. 
Refell denied it. “The facilitators cannot put words into 
our mouths. We have never agreed to the expansion of 
the council of state to six,” she said. 


Leaders of Liberia’s factions have been unable to agree 
so far on who should sit on the transitional council which 
was to be set up under a peace agreement signed in Accra 
in December. Taylor’s objection Friday came after the 
Ghanaians named Tom Woewiyu of the Central Revo- 
lutionary Council to the new council. Woewiyu was a 
labour minister in the outgoing transitional government 
and broke acrimoniously from Taylor last year, accusing 
his erstwhile leader of ordering atrocities and calling for 
him to be “killed like a snake”. A source close to the 
NPFL delegation told AFP Friday that Taylor would not 
sit on the council with Woewiyu, “in view of the enmity 
between them”. [passage omitted] 


Woewiyu and Armed Forces of Liberia chief of staff 
General Hezekiah Bowen were the two names added to 
the council Friday. The West African nations which have 
been mediating the conflict have shown increasing signs 
of exasperation with the Liberian warlords in recent 
months. And Nigerian Foreign Minister Baba Gana 
Kingibe flew into to Accra Friday to help the talks. 
[passage omitted] 


Withdraws rrom New Council 


AB3001165495 Paris AFP in English 1644 GMT 
30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, Jan 30 (AFP)—Liberian 
warlord Charles Taylor announced Monday [30 January] 
that he is withdrawing from Liberia’s new ruling council, 
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only four days after a deadlock over the council’s mem- 
bership appeared to have been broken. 


In a statement issued Monday, the National Patriotic 
Front (NPFL) leader said he had taken the decision “to 
remove any iota of speculation” that he was “obstructing 
the process’’. 


Taylor did not indicate who would now represent the 
NPFL on the new council of state, or collective presi- 
dency, but asked rival factions “‘to show good faith” by 
allowing the NPFL to chair it. 


Last Thursday a three-week-old dispute over how to 
choose a joint representative for the Armed Forces of 
Liberia and the so-called coalition forces was resolved by 
expanding the council’s membership from five 10 six. 


However, NPFL sources have grumbled about the 
naming of estranged Taylor ally Tom Woewiyu as the 
coalition representative. The NPFL has also criticised 
the nomination of Oscar Quiah as the representative of 
the civilian all-Liberian national conference, accusing 
Quiah of being a founder member of the rival Liberia 
Peace Council (LPC) faction. 


Talks were continuing Monday to find a way of choosing 
the council chairman, who under the December 21 peace 
accord signed here will be recognised as head of state 
during a transitional period leading to elections in 
November. 


Mediators on Saturday presented delegates with three 
possible formulas for choosing the chairman for consid- 
eration. 


Taylor ignited the Liberian conflict in December 1989 
by launching a rebellion against the regime of president 
Samuel Doe, who was tortured to death by an NPFL 
splinter group nine months later in Monrovia. 


Peace Talks Halted Until 30 Jan 


AB2801203095 Paris AFP in English 2002 GMT 
28 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, Jan 28 (AFP)—Liberian 
peace talks in Ghana were halted for two days Saturday 
[28 January] for the parties to consider three possible 
ways of choosing the chairman of a new ruling council, 
delegates said. 


Ghanaian mediators have presented three possible for- 
mulae, according to delegates. Under the peace accord 
signed here on December 21! the chairman will be 
Liberia’s head of state. Talks are scheduled to resume 
Monday at the Accra International Conference Centre. 


On Thursday an agreement was reached to widen the 
council’s membership to six in order to break a deadlock 
over the choice of a joint representative for both the 
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) and the so-called coali- 
tion forces. 
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Several weeks of talks failed to break the impasse, which 
caused the last-minute cancellation of a swearing-in 
ceremony for the new council on January |1. Under the 
Accra accord the council is to rule Liberia until elections 
in November. 


However, there have been rumblings of discontent from 
Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front (NPFL) about 
the widening of the council’s membership from five to 
six. A member of the NPFL delegation here said Sat- 
urday that Taylor, the NPFL representative on the 
council, inight withdraw and appoint another nominee. 


The man named Thursday to represent the coalition 
forces, Liberian Labour Minister Tom Woewiyu, is an 
estranged Taylor ally, who last year broke acrimoniously 
from his former boss, calling for him to be “killed like a 
snake” as the “obstacle” to peace in Liberia. 


The bloody war broke out in December 1989 as an 
NPFL rebellion against the regime of former president 
Samuel Doe, who was tortured to death by an NPFL 
splinter group nine months later in Monrovia. 


LPC, NPFL Fighting Intensifies in Rivercess 


AB2801195095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As the Liberian peace talks drag 
on seemingly without end in neighboring Ghana, back 
on the ground in Liberia itself there also seems to be no 
stopping the fighting. At the talks, wrangle after wrangle 
has delayed the formation of a ruling council and it 
seems militia fighters are taking the opportunity to try 
and make up ground. As Johathan Peleyle reports in this 
telex from Monrovia, there is continuing fighting 
between the Liberian Peace Council [LPC] and the 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] in southern 
Rivercess County: 


The LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY, quoting eyewitnesses, 
reported this morning that fighting has intensified this 
week and is still going on in the Mowe District area in 
Liberia’s southern Rivercess County between the 
Liberian Peace Council and the NPFL. According to the 
reports, the fighting is particularly intense around the 
town of Kargbo, a poverty-stricken village in Mowe 
Disirict, forcing a further influx of displaced people into 
neighboring Nimba and Grand Bassa Counties. 


Analysts and peacekeeping sources here blame the latest 
fighting in Rivercess on the lack of communications 
between the fighting forces and their leaders, who have 
this week been engaged in a bid to outwit one another in 
the formation of a new interim government for Liberia 
in peace talks in Ghana. 


In a radio broadcast this morning, the chairman of 
Rivercess County Crisis Committee, (Lever Banny), 
appealed to the two warring parties to communicate with 
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their fighters on the ground and inform them that the 
ongoing wrangling for positions in Ghana does not mean 
a breakdown of the cease-fire. 


Meanwhile, reports reaching Monrovia this afternoon 
from eastern Nimba County speak of a huge military 
buildup by the NPFL along the border with Guinea 
following allegations by Mr. Charles Taylor last week 
that a new Liberian armed group was attempting to 
attack his positions in Nimba by way of Guinea. Security 
sources say thousands of NPFL fighters, who ceased 
hoslities in parts of rural Liberia last month, are being 
redeployed along the border apparently to try and abort 
the invasion of their territory. 


But when I contacted the Guinean Embassy in Mon- 
rovia, an official told me he could not comment on Mr. 
Taylor’s allegations because, as he put it, Mr. Taylor has 
not formally complained to the Guinean ambassador 
and, besides, the Guinean authorities have not commu- 
nicated such information to their embassy in Monrovia. 


Mali 


Azaouad Front, Gandakoye Hold Follow-Up 
Meeting 


AB2601172095 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The first session of the commis- 
sion monitoring the implementation of the tasks mapped 
out by the Bourem meeting between the Azaouad Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front [FPLA] and the Gandakoye Patri- 
otic Movement [MPG] opened in Gao this morning. The 
meeting has brought together FPLA and Gandakoye 
representatives and it is aimed at assessing steps to bring 
peace to the area. From Gao, our correspondent Oumar 
Toure reports: 


[Begin Toure recording] Today’s meeting is a follow-up 
to the one held in Bourem on 10 and 1! January between 
representatives of the FPLA and those of the MPG of 
Mali, under the auspices of the government. That 
meeting discussed how to restore peace in the Gao area, 
to rebuild the community that has been torn apart by the 
rebellion, and to revive the area’s socioeconomic devel- 
opment. Indeed, according to all the sides involved, what 
that area needs is dialogue between the various commu- 
nities there. Dialogue is the basis upon which lasting 
peace can be built. 


At the opening of today’s meeting, the Gao District 
officer, Sidi Toumani Kamara, hailed the dynamic move 
made at the Bourem meeting. For his part, Mr. (Ibrahim 
Waru Maiga), chairman of the Gandakoye Wisemen 
Committee, reiterated his movement’s willingness to 
support any peace process that excludes any dishonest 
compromise. It must be said that the military situation 
on the ground is [words indistinct] giving way to a real 
desire for peace between the various communities in the 
northern regions of our country and today, Gao is a 
leader in this direction. 
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According to Zeidane Ag Sidalamine, the FPLA deputy 
secretary general, this is so because Gao is a symbol of 
the intermixing of various communities and this symbol 
must be upheld. According to the representative of the 
Gao governor and also the adviser on administrative 
affairs, it is everyone’s desire and hope today that the 
Gao meeting should end successfully and constitute a 
milestone. The meeting is taking place within the pre- 
mises of the Gao Regional Assembly behind closed 
doors. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Abacha Meets With Opposition Delegation 


AB2701110795 Paris AFP in English 1027 GMT 
27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Jan 27 (AFP)}—Nigerian 
leader General Sani Abacha held closed-door talks with 
opposition leaders Friday [27 January] in the federal 
capital Abuja, reliable opposition sources told AFP. 


No details emerged immediately from the meeting. 


Opposition groups were represented by National Demo- 
cratic Coalition (Nadeco) leaders Michael Ajasin, 
Anthony Enahoro and Cornelius Adebayo, all of them 
former ranking officials. They were due to issue a state- 
ment later in the day. 


Nadeco last summer became the focus of resistance to 
the military government, which culminated in an oil 
strike that brought the country to a virtual standstill. 


The meeting between Abacha and opposition members 
had been expected since January 16, when Adebayo and 
Enahoro, one of the fathers of Nigerian independence, 
were unconditionally freed after being arrested during 
the summer in a clampdown on dissent by the military 
regime. 


The opposition headed by Nadeco has been seeking to 
force the government to step down and has repeatedly 
called for chief opposition leader and millionaire Yoruba 
businessman Moshood Abiola to be freed from detention 
on health grounds. 


Abiola, the presumed winner of the June 1993 presiden- 
tial election annulled by the military, has been detained 
since June 23 last year on charges of treason for declaring 
himself Nigeria’s rightful president. 


‘Thaw’ Reported in Relations 


AB2701211495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There seems to be the begin- 
ning of a thaw in the relations between Nigeria’s military 
government and the pro-democratic opposition. Yes- 
terday the military head of state, General Sani Abacha 
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and his top aides met leaders of the National Democratic 
Coalition, Nadeco, a meeting that just a few weeks ago 
would have been inconceivable. From Lagos, Sola 
Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] The meeting represented a 
major concession by the military government which in 
the past few months had branded Nadeco as an oppo- 
nent of peace, accused it of instigating and sponsoring 
acts of sabotage, and detained its leading members. 
Some other members of the coalition have fled into exile 
abroad. 


Yesterday's meeting was held in strict secrecy in Gen. 
Abacha’s residence in the presidential villa complex, 
which is not accessible to journalists. Only close aides of 
the head of state were aware of the meeting. It started 
shortly after noon and lasted about three hours. Gen. 
Abacha had with him the commanders of the Nigerian 
Navy and the Air Force, another military officer, Lieu- 
tenant Gen. Jerry Useni, and his own political adviser, 
Chief Tom Ikimi. The Nadeco delegation comprised 
Chief Anthony Enahoro and Chief Cornelius Adebayo, 
both of whom were released from detention last month 
after three months in prison and Chief Adenkule Ajasin, 
who is widely regarded as the political leader of the 
Yoruba people of Western Nigeria. The Catholic arch- 
bishop of Lagos, Anthony Olubom1, was in attendance. 
He was one of the eminent persons who negotiated the 
release from detention of Chief Enahoro. 


The participants at the meeting have not made any 
public statement yet but they were believed to have 
discussed proposals by each side to bring about a 
peaceful resolution to the crisis which has dogged 
Nigeria since the military government’s annulment 18 
months ago of the presidential election believed to have 
been won by Chief Moshood Abiola who is now in 
custody on charges of treason for proclaiming himself 
president of Nigeria. 


Nadeco has consistently demanded for the release of 
political detainees including leaders of the petroleum 
workers union as a precondition for a resolution of the 
political crisis. The fact that yesterday’s meeting was 
held at all is likely to win support for the government’s 
efforts to fully restore peace to the nation. [end 
recording] 


BBC, VOA Correspondents Said Arrested 


AB2701183095 Paris AFP in English 1743 GMT 
27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 27 Jan (AFP)}—Two 
local Nigerian correspondents of the BBC and the Voice 
of America (VOA) radio stations have been arrested in 
northern Nigeria for allegedly broadcasting false infor- 
mation, reliable sources told AFP Friday [27 January]. 


Yusuf Dingyadi, who works for the Hausa service of the 
BBC World Service, and VOA’s Sani Abdullahi, were 
accused of publishing inaccurate reports concerning an 
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attack on a Christian accused of blaspheming against 
Islam, the sources said. Northern Nigeria has a majority 
Muslim population while Christianity is more wide- 
spread in the south. There was no official confirmation 
Friday that the journalists had been arrested and the 
sources did not say when the men had been detained. 


In the early reports of the attack, in Sokoto Tuesday, 
witnesses indicated that the unnamed victim had been 
killed. Later reports said that though seriously wounded, 
he was still alive. Leaders of the local section of the 
Nigerian Journalists Union said Friday they had 
appealed to the military administrator of Sokoto, 
Colonel Yakubu Muazu, to free the two journalists. 


Unions Withdraw Strike Threat After Meeting 


AB2601215795 Paris AFP in English 1911 GMT 
26 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 26 Jan (AFP)—Nigerian 
indusitnal unions protesting sharp rises in fuel prices 
Thursday [26 January] called off a threat to go on a 
nationwide strike after a meeting with the labour min- 
ister. “The ultimatum we gave was for a meeting with 
government to be held to discuss workers’ problems or 
else we go on strike. Now that the meeting has been 
called, the ultimatum has been automatically with- 
drawn,” said a spokesman for the 41 unions, Sylvester 
Ejiofor. The strike was to have begun Thursday. 


At the meeting with Labour Minister Samuel Ogbemu- 
dia, the two sides agreed to set up a tripartite committee, 
made up of government, labour and employers’ repre- 
sentatives to look into worker grievances. The body is to 
begin its work on February 6 and has six weeks to 
prepare recommendations which will be submitted to 
government. 


The unions, affiliated to the Nigeria Labour Congress, 
the country’s main labor federation, have condemned 
last October’s government decision to hike the prices of 
petroleum products by more than 200 percent. The rise 
sent transport fares and other prices up by a similar 
percentage. A government promise to introduce a relief 
package to cushion the effects of the hike on workers has 
yet to be fulfilled. 


Sierra Leone 


Army Spokesman Says Hostages Still Alive 


AB2901123595 Paris AFP in English 1137 GMT 
29 Jan 95 


[By Rod MacJohnson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Jan 29 (AFP)—An 
army spokesman here said there was “firm evidence” 
seven foreigners and seven Sierra Leonean colleagues 
kidnapped from mines in the south earlier this month 
are still alive. Major Dominic Sowa said in an interview 
televised late Saturday [28 January] it was believed most 
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were still being held in the Mokanji Hills area, where 
fighting has raged for the past two weeks. 


Acording to local journalists in the area, 135 miles (85 
miles) south-east of Freetown, rebels holding the Sierra 
Rutile plant are under siege from the army but are well 
dug in. According to escapees, the company store has 
been looted and over 200 bags of rice taken. “The rebels 
are lavishly distributing rice and other items to their 
collaborators and civilians in the area,” one journalist 
said. 


Sowa confirmed Saturday that an offensive was con- 
tinuing in the area where the hostages are believed to be. 


“The concern for their safety and the need to reduce to 
the minimum any serious damage to vital installations 
are the reasons why we are taking so long in our 
operation to rout the rebels,” he added. 


Seven Europeans and seven Sierra Leoneans working at 
Sierra Rutile and the neighbouring Swiss-owned Sierra 
Leone Metal and Ore Company (Sieromco) were 
abducted in raids on January 18 and 20. Both mines are 
vital to Sierra Leone’s battered economy and production 
has been halted during the fighting, while remaining staff 
have been evacuated. 


Sieromco produces iron ore while Sierra Rutile, which is 
owned by joint US-Australian interests, extracts an ore 
of titanium. 


According to reports from the area, Sieromco’s plant is 
now firmly back in government hands and small num- 
bers of civilians are returning. 


Britons James Westwood and Ross Mills, Rudi Bruns, 
who is German, Walter Vonrodz, who is Swiss and 
Thomas Pluess, who has dual Australian-Swiss nation- 
ality were captured with seven Sierra Leonean colleagues 
from Sieromco on January 18. 


Peter White and Andrew Younge, both British, were 
working for Sierra Rutile and were captured in a separate 
raid two days later. Younge, in charge of security at the 
site, was attached to the operation by the UK-based 
security firm Group 4. 


A total of 18 foreigners have been kidnapped by rebel 
forces in the west African country since May last year. 


In a separate development a camp held by rebel move- 
ment the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in the 
Kambui Hills near Kenema, 240 kiloemtres (150 miles) 
east of the capital, was “effectively silenced” by govern- 
ment troops and a force of civilian hunters from Kenema 
Friday, state radio said Sunday. Weapons and food were 
captured along with other looted items, the radio said. 
Kenema has repeatedly come under rebel attack in 
recent months. The radio also spoke of “small pockets” 
of “terrorists” operating along the Liberian border. 


Freetown itself was calm Sunday morning. A govern- 
ment defence spokesman firmly denied reports of 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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fighting near the capital overnight and people were 
attending church as normal. 


Sierra Leone’s rebel war began as an off-shoot of the 
Liberian conflict in May 1991. RUF leader Foday 
Sankoh’s initial aim was to topple the government of 
former president Joseph Momoh. 


But when Momoh fled to Guinea after a coup in April 
1992, the military regime led by Captain Valentine 
Strasser made the defeat of the RUF its top priority and 
continued the war. 


Tentative UN-backed steps toward a negotiated settle- 
ment began late last year but were followed by an 
upsurge in fighting around Christmas and a spate of 
kidnappings. 


At least four foriegn countries have now recommended 
all their non-essential nationals leave Sierra Leone. 


Government Admits Kidnapped Nuns Stili Captive 


AB3001161595 Paris AFP in English 1605 GMT 
30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, Jan 30 (AFP)— 
Sierra Leone’s military government admitted Monday 
[30 January] that seven foreign nuns kidnapped by rebels 
on January 25 are still captive, despite its claim last week 
they had been freed. A defence department spokesman 
said the government was “continuing a wide search” for 
the nuns, adding that numerous calls had been received 
from the Vatican and Roman Catholics around the 
world “expressing concern for the safety of the nuns and 
urging the government to redouble their efforts.” 


The nuns, six Italians and one Brazilian, were captured 
at Kambia, 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of Freetown. 


The kidnappings, like those of 10 other foreigners since 
last November, have been blamed by the government on 
the rebel movement, the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF), which has been fighting a civil war against the 
authorities here for nearly four years. 
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Senior Catholic church figures in Kambia and Freetown 
on Monday described as “incorrect” a report Sunday 
that the nuns were being marched toward the central 
town of Makeni, 140 kilometres (85 miles) north-east of 
Freetown, to be handed over there. 


The Pope’s representative in the west African country, 
Archbishop Luigi Travaglino, made an urgent appeal 
Monday for an “unconditional ceasefire” between the 
government and the RUF. “We strongly appeal for the 
immediate end to the destruction of life and property 
together with the kidnapping or abduction of innocent 
citizens, both local and foreign,” he said. 


Reports from neighbouring Guinea on Monday said over 
17,000 Sierra Leoneans fleeing fighting in the north have 
now arrived in a border district about 100 kilometres (60 
miles) south of Conakry. 


Meanwhile, reports reaching Freetown from the Mokany: 
Hills area, 135 kilometres (85 miles) south-east of the 
capital, said civilians were continuing to escape from the 
rebel-held Sierra Rutile mine where a group of fighters 1s 
entrenched. Electricity to the mines has been cut off and 
reports suggest the economically vital installation has 
been badly damaged. 


The army’s deputy chief of staff. Colonel Yuirrah 
Koroma, and other senior officers are based in the 
neighbouring Sierra Leone Ore and Metal Company 
(Sieromco) to direct army operations against the rebels 
in the area. 


Seven Europeans and seven Sierra Leonean employees 
were kidnapped from the two sites earlier this month. 


According to defence department officials, the RUF ina 
radio message on Friday distanced itself from the current 
waves of attacks and claimed the movement was “not 
involved.” 

However, journalists in the south of the country said 
they received a phone call over the weekend from a 
speaker claiming to talk for the RUF. According to the 
journalists, the caller demanded that “‘al! foreign troops 
must leave Sierra Leone before any meaningful dialogue 
is started.” [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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